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analysisAustralia’s population has declined for the fifth
year in a row, with a heavy dose of deaths linked to the

coronavirus putting pressure on an already stretched
system of public hospitals, health workers and facilities.
The national death toll from Covid-19 topped 4,200 on
Friday, with the government predicting that figure will

rise to more than 6,000 by the end of June, with
hundreds of thousands of Australians placed under

quarantine. A record 629 more deaths were recorded in
Australia last week, bringing the national toll to almost

6,500, although the data was not broken down by state as
it previously had been. A new chief health officer Peter
Dutton said Australia was confronting the “worst of the
worst” with the coronavirus pandemic and the country
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should prepare for a further spike in deaths if mitigation
measures are relaxed before the end of the year. “We’re
facing the worst of the worst in terms of the impact of

Covid-19,” said Dutton, who was appointed on
Wednesday by Scott Morrison, the prime minister, and
had previously been Australia’s immigration minister.
Dutton took over the role of chief health officer at the

same time as the prime minister named him as the
nation’s government chief to coordinate the response.
The government has called on a range of industries to

provide more ventilators, test kits and personal protective
equipment (PPE) to help support the effort to tackle the

pandemic, including social distancing measures. But
experts have warned the public will need to continue to
accept lockdown measures in order to minimise the risk
of a second wave of infections and the associated death

toll. Responding to the latest death toll figures, Dr
Michael Gardener, Australia’s chief medical officer, said

the nation had the resources and flexibility to take a
measured approach to the pandemic. “The current course
of action has been working and it remains working,” he
told reporters. But he urged the government to re-open
schools and allow the medical system to operate freely.

“The risk is very real that if we relax our current
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measures, the risk of another wave of transmission and
the result of another spike in our epidemic is imminent,”

he said. � 3da54e8ca3
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