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Abstract 

Sydney is known for the best education facilities and students from all around the world 

move here to get quality education. So, if you are one of those people who are consider this 

city for getting the better education, then this guide can be helpful for you. We are 

explaining about everything that you should know when you are moving to this city as a 

student. So, read the entire guide carefully and know more about the city. 

 

1. Introduction 

Sydney is one of the top cities when it comes to the best education hubs around the world. 

Here you will find the best universities, schools and other educational institutes who are 

offering quality education. This is why people from all around the country and even all 

around the world preferring this city to get quality education. So, if you are also planning to 

move here, then this guide has everything which will be helpful for you. So, read the entire 

guide carefully and make your move easier and smoother.  

 

2. What To Know Before Moving To Sydney? 

Interested in moving to Sydney, Australia, but unsure where to begin preparing for your big 

move? Or, do you want to ensure that Sydney is the right city for you before you accept a 

life-changing job offer? 



We’ve got you covered! 

This article is meant to serve as a guide to life in Sydney – every tidbit of info, but in 

simplified form (to make moving less of a stress-induced headache). 

As many know, Sydney is the largest and most populous city in Australia – approximately 

4,926,000 people live here (and about one-third are born overseas) as of 2020 (source: 

Macro trends). 

 

Sydney comprises a whopping 658 suburbs, 40 local government areas, 15 contiguous 

regions and serves as the capital of New South Wales (NSW). 

Sydney has been continuously ranked as the third most liveable city globally and continues 

to shine every year. 

According to Australia (an expat who also moved to Australia), some of the best Sydney 

suburbs for expats include Manly, Bondi, Surry Hills, Newtown, and Crows Nest. Use Domain 

to find a reputable listing that suits your needs. 

Like nearly every other urbanised city in the world, the cost of living in Sydney is extremely 

high – but it is doable and affordable if you’re smart about planning. 

Visas And Documentation 

NOTE: For all updated and relevant visa information regarding Australia, please visit the 

official Australian Government: Department of Home Affairs, Immigration and Citizenship 

website. 



Please note that all visa applications and options (as listed below) have been halted for 

Australia for the time being due to COVID-19. 

All of the following information I am providing is not an official source but based on my 

experience alone. 

 

The visas and documentation required for those who outright move to Sydney versus those 

who obtain a job beforehand and then move will differ. 

If you’re visiting Australia on holiday (up to 90 consecutive days), you’ll most likely need an 

Electronic Travel Authority (ETA) tourist visa, which is electronic and attached to your 

passport upon arrival. 

The visa is free, but there is still a non-refundable $20 online application service charge. You 

can look up visa requirements in regards to your country here. 

Australia is unique in the sense that there are HUNDREDS of visa options – they even have an 

extension tourist stream (which I applied for and was granted earlier this year due to the 

pandemic). 

However, you must note that you aren’t allowed to work on any tourist visas (or you can risk 

deportation). I would highly advise against flying here on a tourist visa if you’re hoping to 

find a job “under the table,” especially since the government is incredibly strict here. What 

flies in SE Asia does not apply here. 

There are varying other work visas and student visas that other expats have obtained once 

here, but be aware that you’ll need to do your research to try to land a job successfully. 



The most common visa amongst expats is the Working Holiday Visa (Subclass 417) for those 

18-30 yrs. Old, allowing you to work and live in Australia for up to one year (and sometimes 

allowing extension, depending on your passport origin and whether or not you’re willing to 

engage in farm work). 

The visa costs $485, and visa requirements vary depending on which passport type you hold, 

so be sure to check before applying. 

Compared to Japan and Thailand (where I’ve also lived), the process of moving to Sydney 

was extremely straightforward and efficient, especially because things are pretty seamless 

here (and there are no language barriers for you to stress about). 

Transportation In Sydney 

While Melburnians like to rattle up Sydneysiders about public transport, we happen to think 

that the ease of public transport here is stellar. 

 

Additionally, Sydney uses the convenient tap-to-pay system, so you don’t even need to carry 

around physical cards; you can connect everything via Apple or Google Play on your phone 

and scan on and off the trains that way. 

This makes it easy to pay for things in general since cash is only ever used for outdoor 

markets (typically). 



There are even regional trains that you can book from Sydney to other states (i.e. Melbourne 

and Brisbane), but these run quite pricey – you’ll need to check timetables based on 

availability. 

Keep in mind that the cost of one of these tickets could be just as much (or more) than 

booking a domestic flight, so if you need to navigate between states, flying via Jetstar is 

usually the cheapest and most efficient option. 

One thing to keep in mind is that Sydney is an extremely walkable city. While CBD may look 

like a much, much cleaner version of NYC, Sydney Harbour and its surrounding walkways are 

stunning. You can easily walk along the Rocks to Glebe - use this Meetup event as an outline 

to plan your route. 

Uber is also prevalent here, so you have options for staying out past midnight (when public 

transport services generally stop running). 

The Sydney Metro, which opened to the public in May 2019, is Australia’s biggest transport 

project. No timetables or drivers are used - you show up and go, and the rails are run 

completely by robots. 

By 2024, Sydney will have 31 metro stations and more than 66 km of new metro rail, which 

will ultimately revolutionise how Sydneysiders travel. 

Life As An Expat In Sydney 

 



Overall, life as an expat in Sydney is extremely straightforward and worthwhile. It’s a 

comfortable lifestyle and quite easy for anyone to get used to, especially if English is your 

native language. 

For these reasons, Australia is often ranked as one of the top countries for expats to live. 

Don’t let naysayers’ comments about the cost of living here deter you from pursuing your 

dreams – if you don’t research and go, you’ll never know. 

It’s quite easy to make friends here because of the chill, laid back aura that all Aussies give 

off. Aussies are cheerful, welcoming, and friendly – so just be yourself and always be 

gracious, and they’ll help you out whenever you need. 

Despite Sydney being the largest city in Australia, the mentality of “working to live” and not 

“living to work” is relevant. For example, the work culture here is far laxer than anything. 

Mental health and the importance of balancing socialisation with work life is regarded much 

more highly than in other countries (at least in my opinion). 

Plus, the expat population is quite large, so you’ll probably end up meeting people from all 

corners of the world – Sydney is a widely diverse city (perhaps not as diverse as Melbourne, 

but still up there). 

Living in Sydney is an incredible experience, as it is for any other part of the world – but 

remember that it is what you make of it. 

 

3. What Is The Cost Of Living In Sydney? 

 



Plan for your everyday expenses and accommodation 

 Understand the costs you're likely to face as a student living in Sydney, so you can keep to a 

realistic budget. 

Whether you’re moving here from overseas, interstate, or you’ve grown up in Sydney, there 

are various weekly and monthly outgoings you'll need to budget for. 

The Australian government website MoneySmart has lots of information and advice about a 

range of financial issues, including a section specifically for students on how to live on 

student budget. 

The Australian government website Study in Australia also estimates general living costs for 

students. We have listed some categories below to help you plan ahead. 

Food and groceries 

 A weekly grocery bill for one person is usually between $80–$280. You can save 

money by buying groceries at supermarkets including Coles, Woolworths and Aldi. 

Shopping at fresh food markets like Paddy's Market can save you money too.  

 Buying lunch on campus is a more expensive option, with most meals costing $10–

15 each. Join the USU Access Rewards program and get a 10 percent discount to 

purchase food and drinks at USU food outlets on campus. 

Lifestyle expenses 

 



 Put aside around $80–150 per week for entertainment and socialising. Lots of places 

including movie cinemas offer student discounts so keep your student card with you.  

 Don't forget to budget for other incidental expenses like clothes, shoes and 

toiletries.  

 Expenses may vary depending on your lifestyle. 

Academic support 

 You may need to purchase equipment for university, including stationery and study 

materials such as textbooks and laboratory coats. Essential items are listed in your 

Unit of Study Outline. Have at least $500 available at the beginning of each semester 

and keep an eye out for second-hand textbooks (make sure they are the right 

edition) and supplies to save money. 

 Printing and photocopying cost around 10 cents per page. 

 According to Tutor Finder, private tutoring costs range from $50–80 an hour, but 

mentoring support may be available through the University. 

Travel 

 

 Access public transport with an Opal card. You can order a card online or buy from a 

registered retailer. Single trip tickets are available at retailers and train stations.  

 If you’re a full-time domestic student, you may be eligible for a concession Opal 

card. Have your student card with you as proof whenever you travel.  

 International students are currently not eligible for concession tickets. 



Insurance 

 Overseas Student Health Cover is compulsory for international students. Costs will 

depend on your insurance provider and your level of cover. Check with your 

insurance provider for rates for your selected cover.  

 You may have additional costs including fees for specialists and prescription 

medications.  

 Alternative forms of coverage are available for non-student visa holders. Please 

check with a provider for details. 

Childcare 

According to Care for Kids: 

 The average cost of long daycare (8am to 6pm) in Sydney are approximately 

between $70–190 per day. Some students may be eligible for government subsidies.  

 Before school and after school care costs around $15–30 per day.  

 Public school tuition is free for Australian permanent residents however, uniforms 

and levies can cost about $500 a year.  

 Private schools may charge additional fees. 

 If you're an international student with school-age dependents in Australia, visit the 

Department of Education for approximate costs of schooling. 

International students 

 



For international students, the Department of Home Affairs have set out financial evidence 

you must demonstrate. As a single student you must be able to show you have the financial 

capacity to cover living costs of at least $21,041 Australian dollars per year. There are 

additional costs for extra family members. 

Using this amount as a guide, a single student living away from home will require at least 

$1,754 per month for accommodation, food, utilities and entertainment. The actual costs 

will depend on your lifestyle choices and needs. 

 

4. Where To Live In Sydney? 

As a city of villages, Sydney offers a very different vibe in each of its suburbs. However, with 

an array of eateries, bars, markets and other facilities in every single suburb, you’ll be 

spoiled for choice when it comes to choosing where to live. To help make your decision a 

little easier, we’ve rounded up some of the most student-friendly suburbs in Sydney. 

 

Darlington 

This little enclave is nestled between Chippendale and Redfern and is located next to the 

main University of Sydney campus. Its streets are lined with cute terrace houses – many of 

which are filled with students – and it boasts a buzzing cafe scene. 

Of a weekend, Darlington truly lights up, with cafes and restaurants packed with locals and a 

farmers market held in the suburb of Eveleigh, which is just next door. The area also 

connects to the great food and drink spots on Newtown’s King Street (just a 15-minute walk 

away) and Redfern’s hidden gems like The Bearded Tit and Ra Ra Ramen, which are just ten 

minutes away. 



You’ll feel right at home in this mini-suburb, with a large number of student accommodation 

options dotted about the place and plenty to keep you busy – when you’re not studying, that 

is. Plus, with Redfern train station located just minutes away, you’ll find it easy to get around 

to explore Sydney’s other suburbs. 

Places of note: Have a truly delicious breakfast at Henry Lee’s, grab a great cup of coffee at 

Tripod and enjoy an afternoon beer at the Eveleigh Hotel. 

Marrickville 

 

This inner-west suburb is located a little outside the main bubble of Sydney’s city area. More 

and more young people are flocking to Marrickville thanks to its relaxed yet industrial vibe, 

considerably cheaper rental prices and strong sense of community. 

Marrickville contains some of Sydney’s best cafes, as well as a weekend farmers market. 

There’s a large Vietnamese and Greek community based here too, which means there’s an 

incredible array of food on offer and a rich culture to be immersed in. 

From Marrickville, it only takes 10 minutes to reach the University of Sydney or the 

University of Technology, Sydney by bus, or to the fringe suburbs of Newtown, Enmore, St 

Peters and Stanmore, which are great places to visit on weekends. 

Places of note: Treat yourself to a delicious breakfast or lunch at Two Chaps or Eat Fuh. From 

1 August, Marrickville will host a brand new study spot and resource centre with the launch 

of a new library. 



Randwick 

For students attending the University of NSW or the local TAFE campus, living in the eastern 

suburb of Randwick will allow you to cut down on your daily commute and immerse yourself 

in a student-heavy population. Plus, Randwick offers access to some of Australia’s best 

beaches, including Coogee, Bondi, Clovelly and Bronte. 

Randwick has a residential feel, but it’s only a 20-minute bus ride from Sydney’s CBD. Plus, 

with a huge number of amenities available including shopping hubs, a library, bars, 

restaurants and cafes, as well as close proximity to beautiful Centennial Park, you’ll rarely 

need to leave the area – unless it’s to visit a nearby beach. 

Places of note: Catch a movie at heritage-listed, art deco cinema The Ritz, get dressed up for 

a day at the races or catch a play at NIDA (the National Institute of Dramatic Art), which 

trained some of Australia’s best actors such as Cate Blanchett and Mel Gibson. 

Homebush/Olympic Park 

 

The Homebush/Olympic Park region lies in Sydney’s west and is an ideal option if you’re 

studying at one of Western Sydney University’s campuses, a Western Sydney TAFE campus, 

or Australian Catholic University in Strathfield, which is the next suburb over. 

Olympic Park is home to ANZ Stadium, which hosts a number of major sporting matches and 

live concerts. There is also a growing number of cafes and restaurants in the area and plenty 

of great shopping options including DFO Homebush, which contains several outlet stores. 

There’s a large Indian community in Homebush, so you’ll also find plenty of Indian food and 

grocers in the area. 

If you’re one of those people who likes to plan for the long run, here’s another reason to set 

yourself up in the Homebush/Olympic Park region: the NSW Government plans to build a 



metro line through the area in 2020 to complement the existing train line, which means 

more people are bound to be flocking to the suburb. 

Places of note: Catch a tennis game at Sydney Olympic Park Tennis Centre or enjoy a 

delicious dinner at Mint Bar. 

Waterloo 

This inner-city suburb offers the perfect mix between the industrial vibes of Marrickville and 

the bustling nightlife of Newtown and Redfern. It’s also only a short walk from Green Park 

train station and under 30 minutes on the bus to the University of NSW. 

Waterloo is a fairly new area of Sydney – as are its neighbouring suburbs of Zetland, 

Rosebery and Alexandria – so you’ll get a very different vibe to many of the historical 

suburbs in Sydney. But, if you want to be on the brink of something new, this is the suburb 

for you. 

Of a weekend, you can enjoy any of the local cafes, pubs, bars or restaurants, or shop at the 

East Village Shopping Centre or along Danks Street, where you’ll find all your necessities. You 

can also enjoy a round of golf or go horseriding in nearby Moore Park. 

Places of note: Check out the May Space gallery if you want to soak up some art or check out 

the City of Sydney website for events taking place in the area. 

Parramatta 

 

Parramatta has previously been ranked as one of the most liveable cities in New South 

Wales, and with recent investment from the NSW Government, it’s only going to get better. 



As the heart of Western Sydney, more and more people are flocking to this suburb. 

Businesses are also starting to establish offices in the area, which will mean more jobs and 

more housing in the years to come. 

While living out of Sydney’s CBD often means compromising on nightlife, that’s not the case 

in Parramatta; it has its own vibe and is filled with new cafes, bars, restaurants and a huge 

Westfield shopping centre. 

It’s also an extremely culturally diverse suburb, with large Indian and Lebanese communities. 

In 2016, 52% of people in the Parramatta region spoke a language other than English at 

home. 

Places of note: The Tropfest film festival is held in Parramatta each year and is a whole lot of 

fun. The festival used to be hosted in Centennial Park, but was moved to Parramatta in a bid 

to highlight it as one of Sydney’s main cities. 

Erskineville 

Erskineville 2043 is located on the city fringe and has been evolving with the changing times 

and lifestyle of the population. The region has undergone urban renewal and has witnessed 

redevelopment of several industrial spaces. The Ashmore Estate is one such area that has 

become a residential space after revival. The suburb has an excellent public transport system 

including the frequent service of trains and buses. It is home to two primary schools, which 

makes it an ideal settlement place for young families as the parent can work in the CBD. The 

beauty of the heritage buildings is an added advantage of living in this booming suburb. 

 

The fast-paced life of the city can make people yearn for a breather. Erskineville 2043 offers 

the relaxation needed by city dwellers. Many creative youngsters have found it as their 

resting place and can be often seen spending time in its cafes and pubs. Offering a laidback 



yet vibrant lifestyle, the region has undergone massive change and is home to a mixed 

population. The urban village offers a galore of options for brunches and socialising. The 

Erskineville Oval and the Sydney Park are the best places to enjoy the greenery in the vast 

expanse. It offers cycleways for fitness enthusiasts, and its two train stations keep the locals 

well-connected. 

Erskineville 2043 has a considerable mix of old gothic style structures and apartment 

buildings. The suburb is known for its small semi-detached townhouses and independent 

abodes. The suburb is full of tenants as more than 50% are leased to renters. The median 

property price for a 3-bedroom and 2-bathroom house in Erskineville stands at $1,671,250 

and the rent for the same property stands at $865 pw. The unit prices are a bit reasonable 

keeping the proximity of the CBD in mind. The median property price for 2-bedroom units 

stands at $952,000 and the rent for a 3-bedroom unit stands at $850 pw in the suburb. 

 

5. How To Find A Part Time Job In Sydney As A Student? 

Most jobs are advertised online. There are different types of websites you can explore to 

find vacancies. 

 

Job search websites 

Online job search websites such as Seek, Career One, Jora, LinkedIn and others list available 

jobs as well as provide helpful advice on how to: 

 search more effectively for roles using keywords and filters 



 set up job alerts 

 create a profile or store a resume 

The Australian Government jobactive website and app also provides hints and tips to: 

 help your job search 

 make your resume and cover letter stand out 

Company websites 

If there are specific employers or companies you’d like to work for, visit the careers section 

of their website.  

Even if there are no suitable jobs advertised, you can often: 

 register your interest and preferences 

 create a profile 

 set up an alert to get notified if a role that matches your criteria becomes available 

Recruitment agencies 

Employment or recruitment agencies are companies that find workers for employers. Some 

specialise in particular kinds of jobs or industries. 

Visit their websites to search for available roles and other job finding resources. 

If there are no jobs that match your skills and experience you can often upload your resume 

or register an expression of interest. 

Jobs in government 

There is a wide range of jobs, careers, professional development options, as well as training 

and education opportunities offered across local, state and national governments. 

For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

Training NSW provides a range of programs for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders focused 

on: 

 workplace mentoring and support services 

 improving access to employment and training  



 creating business opportunities 

In addition, the National Indigenous Australians Agency (NIAA) is responsible for 

employment services in remote Australia under its Community Development Program (CDP). 

Through a range of activities, the CDP supports Indigenous job seekers to: 

 build workplace skills and confidence 

 address and overcome barriers to employment  

 contribute to their communities 

For job applicants with disability 

 

People with disability, injury or a health condition may be able to receive assistance to 

prepare for, find and keep a job through several government programs. 

RecruitAbility  

RecruitAbility encourages job applicants with disability to find employment in the Australian 

Public Service (APS), including Senior Executive Service roles. 

The scheme also seeks to improve the disability awareness of APS hiring managers, selection 

panels and agency recruiters. 

As well as supporting existing employees with disability, RecruitAbility can provide job 

applicants with disability: 

 multiple pathways into the public service 



 expanded career opportunities 

 

6. Fun Things To Do In Sydney 

Looking for great activities to enjoy with friends and family on Sydney Harbour? Read this 

blog and discover the breadth of memorable experiences you can have at our beloved 

destinations… 

 

We’ve compiled a list of 10 things to do when you next visit Cockatoo Island, North Head 

Sanctuary, Headland Park, Sub Base Platypus, Woolwich Dock and Parklands, or Macquarie 

Lightstation. 

The list contains hot tips for visitors, including families, outdoor adventurers, and history 

buffs. If you're unable to visit, however, don’t worry – the blog also includes 

recommendations for exploring the stories of each place online! 

1. Embark on an unforgettable odyssey 

Experience the splendour of the world’s best harbour as part of a one-of-a-kind pilgrimage 

with the Bondi to Manly Walk (B2M). Spanning 80 kilometres of harbour foreshore between 

two of Sydney’s most iconic surf beaches, the B2M is a network of public tracks that includes 



pit stops at four of our protected sites: Macquarie Lightstation, Sub Base Platypus, Headland 

Park and North Head Sanctuary. 

2. Hello Harbour Trust 

Do you wish you could awaken history and speak directly to iconic landmarks on Sydney 

Harbour about their incredible stories? Now you can! Introducing ‘Hello Harbour Trust'. This 

exciting initiative is an opportunity to engage in lively, informative, and fun text message 

exchanges with iconic objects and landmarks from across six of our destinations. 

3. Connect with nature at North Head 

The easiest way to experience the natural splendour of North Head Sanctuary in Manly is to 

embark on the Sanctuary Loop. A circuit trail of the entire park, it can be completed in under 

two hours at a relaxed pace. Highlights include exceptional coastal views from Third 

Quarantine Cemetery (pictured), endangered flora and fauna, and diverse birdlife. 

4. Enjoy an island staycation 

Escape the hustle and bustle of modern life with a stay at our sanctuary on Sydney Harbour: 

Cockatoo Island. Surrounded by landscaped gardens with sweeping views, our apartments 

and holiday houses marry heritage character with modern amenities. Meanwhile, our 

campground represents an opportunity spend a night (or longer) under the stars, in the 

heart of the world’s best harbour. With easy access to picnic spots and waterfront cafés, it’s 

easy to see why Cockatoo Island is the perfect choice for your next Sydney getaway or 

staycation! 

5. Enjoy a barbeque on the waterfront 

 



Formerly a torpedo factory, submarine base and gasworks, Sub Base Platypus is a now a 

community hub and parkland on the waterfront at North Sydney. If you're looking for a 

picturesque backdrop for your next get-together with friends and family, it's hard to look 

past Oberon Park. Located at the northern end of Sub Base Platypus, this landscaped green 

space boasts shaded barbeques, views across Neutral Bay, and a pocket playground that 

pays tribute to the site's naval heritage. 

6. Embark on a guided tour 

Want to discover the fascinating stories and secrets of Cockatoo Island? Journey back to 

Cockatoo Island’s storied convict and maritime eras – or dare to step into the supernatural 

realm – with our program of history and paranormal tours. Our program of regular day and 

night tours run from Friday to Sunday but we also accept bookings for private group tours at 

Cockatoo Island. 

7. Enjoy a coastal stroll 

 

A network of scenic trails link Georges Heights in Mosman to Balmoral Beach and other 

nearby attractions as well as the neighbouring precincts that makeup Headland Park – 

Middle Head / Gubbuh Gubbuh and Chowder Bay. The scenic coastal walk between Georges 

Heights and Middle Head (pictured) offers an incredible vista encompassing North Head, 

South Head and the Pacific Ocean. If you’re still famished after this visual feast, you'll be 

pleased to know there are plenty of cafés and restaurants nearby. 

8. Watch the sun set and rise 

Few things are more breathtaking – or romantic – than watching the sun set and rise on the 

world’s best harbour.  Many of our heritage sites offer incredible vantage points of Sydney 

Harbour. Looking for somewhere special to watch day seep into night or the breaking of a 

new dawn? We recommend Georges Head Lookout at Georges Heights, Biloela Lawn on 

Cockatoo Island, Woolwich Dock (pictured), Macquarie lightstation or the entrance to Third 

Quarantine Cemetery at North Head Sanctuary.   



 

Conclusion 

It can be a great decision to move Sydney for getting the best education and to build a 

career. So, we have explained everything in detailed that you should know about moving to 

Sydney as a student. We have mentioned everything that you need in getting settled 

successfully in this city. Whether you are from Australia or some other country in the world, 

this guide can help you with the best. So, read the entire guide carefully and make your 

relocation smoother and easier than ever.   
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