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Abstract 

Sunshine Coast is a beautiful city in Queensland region of Australia. This city is famous for it’s 

beaches, beautiful tourists destinations and holiday destinations. This part of the 

Queensland region has a lot to explore for the tourists who love to explore new places. This 

city is also a better place to live with family. So, if you are also planning to get settled in this 

city, then this guide is for you. We have explained everything about the city and important 

information that you must know about this city. 

 

1. Introduction 

Sunshine Coast has everything that is needed to spend a quality life with a family. Here you 

can find the best schools for your kids, best medical facilities and a variety of job 

opportunities to build a career. Apart from this, if you love to explore new places, then you 

will get a lot of things around this city to explore with your family. So, here in this guide, we 

have discussed everything that will help you in living in this city. So, read the entire guide 

carefully and know more about your new locality.  

 

2.  Reasons To Live On The Sunshine Coast 

Not really well known, the outstanding Sunshine Coast region is home of the very popular 

town of Noosa. Situated north of Brisbane and south of Fraser Island, the Sunshine Coast 

region spreads to up to 60km, from Pelican Waters to Tewantin. Rich of its various 

landscapes, its climate and its chilled atmosphere, the Sunshine Coast is to add to your 

bucket list. Here are 10 reasons to visit and settle. 



#1 A chilled atmosphere 

Opposite to the Gold Coast, the Sunshine Coast is a real paradise for people looking for calm 

and serenity. Living there gives a feeling of eternal holidays. Locals are chilled and nice. Here 

there is zero stress, we live in thongs, enjoy a BBQ with family and friends, go to the beach 

and go surfing. 

 

#2 An ideal climate 

It is never cold on the Sunshine Coast. Australian will say “Be careful, winter is freezing” or 

again “It is winter, of course you can’t go for a swim”. But in fact, day time temperature is 

unlikely under 20°C and a blue sky is almost always there. 

Summer is hot, sometimes really hot. The tropical climate of Queensland makes 

temperatures go up to 35°C in summer and days often end with a storm. 

Sunshine Coast has also the advantage to be spared by hail and cyclones (most of the time). 

#3 Various landscapes 

Sunshine Coast is famous for its stunning beaches but you can also take a dip into waterfall 

or even climb a mountain. The Glasshouse Mountains are situated south of the coast and 

have some incredible views to admire the sunset. Inland, the little town of Montville offers a 



particular and unique atmosphere. Its little shops all more original than others and the views 

from the restaurants’ terraces are a must see on the Coast. 

#4 A dynamic local life 

Sunshine Coast hosts numerous events all year round. Festivals, concerts and any other kind 

of events are often set up. Also many markets take place every week, during the day and 

sometimes at night (Ex: Eumundi Markets). 

Sunshine coast offers many cafés, bars and restaurants of all kinds and for all budgets. Going 

out is often cheaper than in big cities but customer service and quality of choice stay 

excellent. 

Maroochydore, Mooloolaba, Noosa or Caloundra are the places to go to if you want to have 

a bit of a party. You will find many restaurants, bars and night clubs. 

#5 A very accessible region 

 

Sunshine Coast is situated only an hour away from Brisbane. Buses and trains are linking 

them every day for around $20. 



An airport is also serving the area. Situated in Maroochydore, in the heart of the coast, it 

allows you to go to Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Auckland. It will soon also welcome 

international flights! 

Finally, the Sunshine Coast is only two hours away from Frazer Island, making it a privileged 

destination for a weekend away. 

#6 A perfect place to have a family 

Between city and countryside, the Sunshine Coast is a perfect place to have your family. The 

area is calm and feels secure. The crime rate is extremely low. Locals, with a strong 

community spirit, follow the law and watch their neighbourhood. 

The diversity of landscapes is also a great bonus for families. It is possible to spend the day at 

the beach as well as in the forest. Many parks allow you to enjoy the sun around a BBQ or 

kids playgrounds. 

Finally, the beach is really secure. There are no crocodiles, deadly jellyfish and not many 

sharks. Going for a swim in Sunshine Coast is at low risks. There is sometimes an alert but 

there was never a shark attack in the area. 

#7 The price of accommodation 

 



Accommodation price in Sunshine Coast is much lower than in cities. You will find, for the 

same price as a room in Sydney, a three bedroom house. Bonus, you will most of the time be 

less than 15min away from rivers or beaches. Some places such as Noosa, Maroochydore or 

Mooloolaba are a bit overpriced. However the average stays really interesting. Add the 

paradise like area to this, difficult to find better. 

#8 The traffic 

 

Locals will tell you summer is super busy. However, traffic is calm enough. There are no rush 

hours, traffic jam or beeping. Besides, lights are almost non-existing in the area. You will find 

them in the main cities of the region but most of the places have only got little roundabouts 

to regulate the traffic. 

#9 Plenty of surfing spots 

Sunshine Coast is full of surfing spots. From sunrise to sunset, the coastal line is full of surfers 

of any age. Beginners and professionals find their happiness; there are waves for all levels! 

Noosa had got a few easy spots, perfect for beginners whereas Maroochydore has got bigger 

waves. Of course, in surf everything is about weather. It is your job to get out there and look 

for the ideal wave. 

#10 The fauna 

The region is full of wildlife. Lizards, koalas, whales, kangaroos or the famous bush turkey, 

you won’t miss out on meeting some animals. Open your eyes and keep an eye on the side 

of the road, you might get lucky and see some wild horses or kangaroos. In winter, whales 



travel along the coast, you will see them jumping and playing with their newborn, sometimes 

extremely close from the shore. 

 

3. Finding The Best Housing Options In Sunshine Coast 

You can visit the real estate office to ask for a list of properties for rent in the area. Property 

owners and real estate agents also advertise in the local newspapers and online.  

 

If you see a property you like you will need to arrange a time to have a look at the property. 

The real estate agents or property owners will be there to let you in and show you around. 

There may be other people having a look around as well as you. 

For information about buying and owning a home visit Queensland Government. 

Renting 

Check that the property is convenient for transport and parking and if the rent includes any 

bills, such as electricity and water. 

If you like the property, ask for an application form. The application form is how the property 

owner can find out about you to see if they think you will be suitable for their property. 

On the application form you will have to answer questions about yourself. For example: 



 where you have lived before 

 how much rent you paid 

 your employment 

 how much you earn. 

You will also need to provide two referees from someone who can guarantee you would be a 

good tenant.  

Shared accommodation 

Depending on your circumstances, you might find it easier to find share accommodation. 

People who rent or own houses sometimes rent out a single room. 

Rental agreements   

 

If you rent a house, unit, room, caravan or houseboat in Queensland there are rules that you 

must follow.  

A lease (agreement to rent) is a legal document. Don’t sign it until you have looked at the 

property and fully understand the document. The lease will include a period of time where 

you guarantee that you will live there and pay the rent. This could be anywhere between 

three months and one year.  

Payment of a bond, equal to one month’s rent, plus one month’s rent in advance, is usual 

practice when renting. The bond is normally returned when tenants vacate, minus any costs 

for repairs or cleaning if required. 



Know your legal rights 

Understand your rights and responsibilities when renting a home. If you have any problems 

contact the agent or owner in the first.  If the problem cannot be resolved you can contact 

the following organisations for support. 

 Queensland Statewide Tenant Advice and Referral Service is a free statewide advice 

and referral service for all Queensland renters, phone 1300 744 263.  

 Residential Tenancies Authority provides advice about renting housing in 

Queensland. You can download or order their pocket guide for tenants or phone 

1300 366 311. 

Rental support 

If you receive a Centrelink payment you may be able to apply for help with renting, bond 

loans and rental grants through the Department of Communities, Housing and Digital 

Economy. 

 

4. The family-friendly Sunshine Coast suburbs 

 

Many families are now cashing in their first home and upgrading to a bigger house, and while 

prices are soaring, there are plenty of suburbs where they can be close to good schools, 

amenities and public transport. 



Here, five real estate experts reveal their top suburbs to look for those with a budget 

between $750,000 and $1.5 million this spring selling season. 

Minyama: You won’t get the best house in Minyama for under $1.5 million but you will still 

get something pretty nice. Surrounded by water and close to the beach, it is no surprise that 

prices and rents have lifted significantly over the past 12 months. 

Buderim: Buderim has retained it’s rural feel and is still surrounded by large parcels of land 

and newer smaller home sites. The buzzing village has everything you need. You will love the 

family friendly atmosphere, schools and surrounding parklands while being only a short drive 

to the beach. 

Little Mountain, Aroona, Meridan Plains and Caloundra West: The popular areas for 

families are in these suburbs. Older Golden Beach properties are also being snapped up for 

renovations and rebuilds. 

Buderim: With changes in workplace occupancy Buderim stands to be a big winner with 

more & more folk working from home. Buderim is such a beautiful area and will be highly 

sort after for the Sunshine Coast. 

Southport: Central, well renowned and a solid market to invest. Whether you do nothing, 

redevelop or renovate the location should always be a winner. 

Maroochydore: Nothing can beat the magic woven by the blue waters flowing in the coastal 

town of Maroochydore. The densely populated suburb of Sunshine Coast was home to a 

significant population of 16,800 in 2016 and currently boasts of being a huge commercial 

area of the city. The central business district has several shopping precincts, including the 

popular Sunshine Plaza shopping centre. The well-connected region has one of the city’s 

biggest bus interchange and is well-known for hosting surf sport carnivals on its scintillating 

beaches. Naturally, it has become a hotspot among travellers since it offers ample sun, sand 

and shopping opportunities. The region has many attractions like Maroochy Waters, Twin 

Waters and Maroochy River, which attract people who wish to enjoy the serene waters. A lot 

of people move here to enjoy the beauty of this place and experience its matchless standard 

of living, which includes a vivacious nightlife. 

Although considered a holiday destination, Maroochydore offers optimum living conditions 
to enjoy coastal life. Being close to the waters makes its housing sector a high demand 
segment with 326 visits per property. The median property price of houses consisting of 3-
bedrooms is approximately $575,000, and the rent for the same size houses is close to $500 
PW. Units in the suburb are also available at almost the same price. The median price of a 3-
bedroom unit is $522,500, and the rent is approximately $455 PW. The seaside life and a 
galore of water-based activities make it the perfect resting place for families and youngsters. 

 



5. Choosing The Best School For Your Kids 

Selecting A School 

 

Parents are becoming more discerning when it comes to choosing a school for their children. 

When searching for the best school to suit your child’s needs, many factors contribute to the 

decision-making process including location, alignment with personal values, religious 

affiliation or culture, facilities and curriculum offerings, and a school’s ability to provide 

personalised learning and quality teaching. 

Tips To Select A School 

Choosing the right school for your child can be complex. These tips and questions may help 

you in your decision-making process. 

Know What Is Important For Your Child’s Education 

Consider what type of learning environment best suits your child, including their personality, 

attributes and needs. It's not about the child being the right fit for the school - it is finding 

the right school for your child. 

 is it important the school is single-gender or co-educational? 

 is the size of the school important? 

 do you want a primary school, a secondary school, or a combined school? 



 what are the school values? Is it important the school has a religious affiliation or 

educational philosophy? 

 is it important the school is close to where you live? Will you allow your child to 

travel by public or school transport? Are you looking for boarding facilities? 

 what fee levels are you prepared to pay? 

 are there particular school subjects you consider essential? 

 do you want a school that provides support for students with specific learning, 

language or cultural needs? 

Visit Schools And Open Days 

 

Contact your preferred school (or schools) to gauge how the school’s values and ethos is 

expressed in day-to-day situations. Register for either a personal tour, an open day, or an 

online tour, to allow you to experience the school’s culture first-hand. Questions to consider 

during your visit: 

 is the school welcoming? 

 do the students seem happy? 

 what wellbeing practices do they have in place? 

 are academics the main focus or do they take a holistic approach to education? 

 are the grounds well cared for? 



 what facilities are there? 

 how do students relate to staff? 

 do the staff relate well to each other? 

 will your child be supported here? 

 what is expected of students from day to day? 

 where can your child shine in areas of strength and improve in areas of weakness? 

 

6. Best Things To Do With Family Around The Sunshine Coast 

 

If you are looking for things to do on the Sunshine Coast with kids, then you have found the 

best article. 

Being locals, we know our way around the beaches, playgrounds, attractions (including zoos, 

wildlife parks and aquariums) and water parks so that YOU don’t have to search any further. 

Our Sunshine Coast things to do article will outline the best things for kids to do on the 

Sunshine Coast, things for toddlers to do on the Sunshine Coast and things for teens to do 

too! These children’s Sunshine Coast activities are a giant list of the best beaches, swim 

parks, Sunshine Coast attractions for families and more so you can have a fantastic holiday! 



Located to the north of Brisbane, and with nearly perfect weather all year round, the this 

area hosts a wide variety of fun things to do at the Sunshine Coast. From mini golf to animal 

encounters to beach fun, there’s so much to do on the Sunshine Coast with kids! 

SUNSHINE COAST FOR KIDS 

We’ve broken our local’s guide into categories to help you plan your holiday: 

 Beaches, swimming & water parks 

 Sunshine Coast attractions for kids – big days out 

 National Parks & Gardens 

 Indoor attractions 

 Sunshine Coast restaurants for families 

Our top tip for things to do Sunshine Coast with kids is to mix a few free fun places to go 

with kids with a few ’paid for’ family outings, so you can save your pennies for other food, 

and your accommodation. 

THE BEST PLACES TO GO ON THE SUNSHINE COAST WITH KIDS. 

 

If you are looking to bring your pet to the Sunshine Coast, check out these pet friendly 

accommodation options on the Sunshine Coast. 



Beaches, swimming & water parks 

If you are looking for the best beaches on the Sunshine Coast, we have the insider’s scoop! 

King’s Beach 

Found in Caloundra, King’s Beach is the perfect place to take the kids for a cheap and fun day 

out on the Sunshine Coast. Along with the spectacular and patrolled beachfront, the beach 

also features a connected salt water swimming pool. Protected from the waves, the 

swimming pool is perfect for the young ones. In front of King’s Beach is the King Beach 

Water Feature. Famous for its fountains of water, this is a great place for the kids to wash 

sand off or even just cool down on a hot day. With takeaway stores located right next to the 

beach, you can be sure you’ll have a great day out. 

This is a seriously hidden gem. This laid-back, family friendly beach provides a calm 

environment for younger children or those who may not be as confident in the bigger surf of 

some of the busier haunts. The inlet is peaceful, the nearby facilities cater to quieter crowds 

and it’s just a really special day out. 

This is actually one of our favourite Sunshine Coast with kids activities – read our review of 

Currimundi Lake here. 

Swimming Gardners Falls 

 

All kids love an adventure so why not pack your backpacks and take the family on a day trip 

to the Sunshine Coast hinterland to discover the beautiful natural swimming hole known as 

Gardners Falls? 



There is something so special about walking through the bush, listening to the native birds 

singing with the trickling of water in the background slowly getting louder as you approach 

the stunning falls and rockpools. You have just arrived at one of South East Queensland’s 

little hidden treasures, Gardners Falls. 

Booloumba Falls, Conondale National Park 

The Booloumba Falls bush walk is ideal for families who love a bit of adventure in the great 

outdoors. Along the way you’ll be treated to the beauty of waterfalls, creek cascades, tall 

eucalypt forest, rich lush rainforest as well as spectacular boulders, which line the creek and 

will be a big hit with the kids who will enjoy climbing them! 

Kondalilla National Park 

Located near Montville, this is a gorgeous and serene area to explore that’s perfect for 

families. You’ll find a sprawling rainforest chock-a-block with native wildlife. The swimming 

hole itself is just a few minutes walk from the carpark. There’s a cascade and a gentle 

swimming area that’s almost designed for kids. Be warned – the steep is reasonable but it 

should be manageable with some careful manoeuvring. 

Coolum Aqua Park 

 

This is definitely of the the best fun places to go with kids. There’s hours of fun to be had as 

they jump, dip and slide their way through the perfect obstacle course. This is an activity 

that’s better for older kids so plan your trip wisely. The staff on hand are amazing but you’ll 



still need to keep a watchful eye on your little ones. Get ready to bounce, splash and have a 

rollicking good time! 

Cotton Tree Aquatic Centre 

This is an adventure perfectly designed for families. It’s on Cotton Tree Parade in 

Maroochydore. Heated pools, a water park, an outdoor fitness system AND a fully 

comprehensive fitness program. You’ll also find child minding facilities here if you want to 

work up a sweat on the fitness activities. There’s a cafe on site and you can hire inflatable 

toys for parties. There are BBQ’s, changing rooms and facilities that are designed with 

diverse needs in mind. 

Bli Bli Watersports Complex 

 

Interested in going somewhere unique that everyone in the family is sure to love? I highly 

recommend that you check out the Bli Bli Watersports Complex located on the northern end 

of the Sunshine Coast. 

In operation since 1990, the 50 acre property is split into 3 parts: 

 An aqua park full of inflatable slides, swings and obstacles 

 A wake park consisting of two separate lakes with full size cable systems 

 A large catch-and-release fishing park with a variety of species 



Sunshine Coast attractions for kids – Big days out 

Children’s activities on the Sunshine Coast are PERFECT for all-day long adventures! Below 

you’ll find some great ideas to while the day away in style. Thrill seekers? Chillaxers? Nature 

buffs? Everyone’s catered for! Read on to find out more. 

Australia Zoo 

One of the most famous Zoos in Australia, Australia Zoo can be found near Beerwah. Made 

famous by Steve Irwin, Australia Zoo features a menagerie of animal exhibits and shows, 

including tortoises, cheetahs, snakes, tigers and plenty of Aussie favourites including 

echidnas and dingoes. From animal meet and greets to the Zoo’s famous Crocodile feeding 

shows, you’ll easily eat up a whole day at the Zoo. 

Wildlife HQ – The Big Pineapple Zoo 

The Big Pineapple has undergone a MASSIVE transformation and is now the GO-TO place for 

families who want an up close and personal experience with animals from all over the world. 

Incredibly family-friendly, this is a destination that’s sure to excite everyone in the family. 

We can’t think of many kids activities on the Sunshine Coast to rival this as an awesome big 

day out! 

Sea Life Mooloolaba 

For the perfect family day outing, Sea Life Sunshine Coast is the place to be! Children and 

adults of all ages will love exploring the most amazing marine creatures and watching the 

many shows available. With attractions such as ocean tunnel, seal island, tidal touchpool, 

the octonauts and the many habitat zones. 

 

7. Things You'll Learn When You Move To The Sunshine Coast 

 



Okay guys, I’ve got a confession to make. 

I’m not a proper Sunny Coast local. I know, I know, with my love of summer and cocktails 

and beaches, I could kinda pass for a Queenslander, but I’m actually a fairly recent blow-in. 

Moving here from Sydney a few years ago was probably the best decision I’ve ever made, 

but there’s no denying it was a bit of a culture shock. So let me share some of the lessons 

you learn when you move to the Sunshine Coast. 

1. Togs. Not swimmers or cossies or bathers. Togs. 

2. You’ll consume kale at some point. Whether you mean to or not. 

3. Tailgating is pretty much a way of life. 

4. You still can’t keep up with when the Labour Day Long Weekend is going to be held. 

5. Pretty much everywhere on the Coast is Insta-worthy. 

6. Gympie isn’t nearly as scary as everyone makes it out to be. 

7. You learn to studiously avoid conversations about politics with any non-Queenslander. 

8. It’s still a novelty to meet people who actually grew up on the Coast. 

9. Making dinner bookings for before 8pm will eventually seem normal. We promise. 

10. Summer brings that eternal struggle between sleeping with the windows open or turning 

on the aircon and facing the electricity bill at the end of the quarter. (Yes, we always go for 

the instant gratification!) 

 



11. Winter isn’t really long enough to be worth planning for. 

12. You feel smug about NEVER visiting tourist spots like Hastings Street, AND make sure you 

tell everyone about it. 

13. If you moved here from Sydney or Melbourne, you don’t even have to make any new 

friends—half your school buddies and former workmates live in the next town. 

14. You discover that maroon is totes not your colour. 

15. You can afford to live, work, go to uni, and have your favourite pub within fifteen 

minutes of each other. 

16. Show Day? A public holiday JUST for your town, so you can go and watch kids from the 

local highschool parade a cow around a field? Book me in, baby! 

17. Being woken by birds at 4am in summer is the price you pay for… ummm, nightfall at 

about 6pm. Oh just bring in Daylight Savings already! 

18. You’re still not convinced that cane toads are a fair swap for cockroaches. 

19. Turns out you CAN actually get good coffee outside Sydney and Melbourne. Like, 

seriously good. 

 



20. Doesn’t matter how long you’ve lived here, geckoes are still a novelty. 

21. Being mistaken for a tourist is the worst thing that can happen to you. The WORST. 

22. Your new home becomes the destination of choice for all reunions, get-togethers, and 

catch-ups with friends and family from your hometown. 

23. It will take you several months to summon up the courage to ask someone what “Ekka” 

means. 

24. You will slowly come to terms with paying $5 for a coffee. 

25. You learn to do your grocery shopping before 5pm. 

26. You get spoiled knowing you can leave home half an hour before your flight, park 30 

seconds from the terminal, coast through security, and still make it to the gate in time. 

 

Conclusion 

Moving is a part of life and everyone have to move for different reasons. Some people move 

for the better education and some people move for a job. So, if you are considering Sunshine 

Coast as your new house, then it is a great decision. This city is one of the most demanding 

cities around the country for families who want to spend a quality life. We have mentioned 

some important things that you must keep in mind when you are living in Sunshine Coast. 

So, read the entire guide carefully and have a happy moving! 
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