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Abstract 

We all know that moving to a new home is really a difficult task. And after a 

move, make your new house feel like home is a time taking process. Don’t worry, 

here is your complete guide that help you to make your house feel like home.  

Let’s get stated… 

1.Introduction 

Moving into a new home is a life experience that few people describe as "fun." 

But with our tips for things to do before you move in, you'll be ready when the 

furniture arrives. 

The move from start to finish can consume you for a long time: planning, packing, 

moving, cleaning. 

When you arrive at your new home, you're faced with even more challenges. It 

may seem like a small thing to decide where to put the best china or the everyday 

dishes, but after all the work of moving out of the old home, the last thing you 

need is one more big decision or another major project. 

 



But doing some work to your new home right away will make moving in feel 

great. 

Follow the guide and start doing some work. 

2. Important Things to Think About Before Moving Into Your New Home 

Below are some pre-move-in projects that can save you time and trouble. 

Choose the projects that are the most pressing. If your budget won't allow re-

carpeting the entire house, just do one floor. If you can't face paint decisions for 

every single room, then just do the rooms where the decisions are easy. 

2.1. Flooring 

If you're moving into a new house, you may not need to do anything at all. Lucky 

you! 

But if you've bought a home with carpet you hate, you're probably thinking that it 

has to go. Should you wait until you've moved in, or tackle the job now? 

You may decide that it's too much to think about right now, that you should leave 

the decision about a replacement for later after you've settled in. You may not 

have the budget or time to do anything but move. But be sure to weigh in the 

"cost" to you in both hassle and time if you wait to do a necessary project at a 

later date. 

Replacing carpet is a major project, and if you have the money and you can make 

just this one decision at moving time, you'll be doing yourself a favor. If you put it 

off, you'll be faced with moving all your furniture out of the rooms. What a 

bother! Not just for you, but the flooring installers as well! There will be furniture 

all around the place, and you'll have to move it back into the room when they're 

done. If you can do it when you move, be sure to order the flooring well in 

advance of your move. Make arrangements to have new flooring installed a day 

or two before you move in. Cover the new flooring with mats, tarps, or area rugs 

so the movers don't track in dirt or scratch the wood. Then, when they set your 

sofa and coffee table in place -- you'll be home. 



2.2. Painting 

 

Whether you do the work yourself or hire someone to do it, it's a lot easier to 

paint an empty room. There will be no need to move furniture, take down 

draperies, clear out the closets, or take every picture or mirror off the walls. Allow 

several days to repaint before the movers show up, especially if you'll be doing 

the work yourself. This type of work always takes longer than you think. Or, hire a 

crew (professional painters or friends) to come in and get it over with in a day or 

two. Painting even part of the house before you move in can be a terrific time-

saver. If you can't decide on colors, then just have everything painted a clean 

white, a pretty light beige, or another background color you love -- depending on 

what works best with your furniture and color schemes. Once the major patching, 

priming, trim work, and base coats are in, adding another wall color at a later date 

can be a snap. 

2.3. Crown Molding 



Does anyone not love the look of crown molding? It's a wonderful luxury to be 

able to install molding around the whole house all at once before you move into 

your new home. Be sure to prime and pre-paint the strips of molding before 

installation, just before painting the interior walls. You may need to do some 

touch up at the joints and nail holes, but that's a lot easier than standing on a 

ladder for days trying to paint three coats fo paint on the molding near the ceiling. 

2.4. Locks and Keys 

You'll never know how many keys are floating around for your new home unless 

you get new locks or re-key the existing locks. The previous owners may have 

given a key to neighbors, workmen, relatives, or cleaning services, and you'll get 

some peace of mind if you get new ones. This is a project to do just before or 

soon after you move in. 

2.5.Closet Systems 

Having things organized, fitting into your new home, will make you feel great. 

You'll love wonderful closet systems with double hanging poles, drawers, and 

shelves up to the ceiling. If you wait until later, you'll have to take everything out, 

pile your clothes in stacks on your bed or floor (can you visualize your clothes 

wrinkling in giant stacks), and live out of suitcases for a day or two until the closet 

fittings can be installed. No matter when you choose to do it, professional 

installers can be in and out in a jiffy. Do-it-yourselfers may need a bit longer to 

figure out the instructions, but once the process is down for the first closet, each 

additional closet should be faster and easier. If you do some measuring in your 

new home before you move in, you can plan and choose and buy your closet 

components ahead of time. 

2.6.Electrical Upgrades 

If you're moving into a new home, you may have all the electrical outlets you 

need. But older homes could be a challenge. You can do the upgrades anytime, 

but everything is easier to get to in an empty room. Remember, electricians are 

paid by the hour and they'll be able to work faster if they have immediate access 

to outlets and room for ladders and equipment. Older homes may need GFIs in 



kitchens and baths, as well as additional outlets for TVs, phones, computers, or 

lamps. This would be a great time to add a ceiling fan, and an electrician can 

install a wall switch, brace the ceiling and install a specialized box for the fan. You 

might want better work light in your kitchen or reading spotlights over your bed. 

Lighten up a hallway with new track lighting or add lights in your new closets. Two 

real luxuries that are easy to do are an outlet inside a vanity for your hairdryer or 

an outlet on the mantle for holiday lights. How about a motion-activated ceiling 

light in a basement or laundry room? All of these projects can be easier to 

complete when your rooms are empty. The work can be completed without your 

having to move furniture or cover room accessories to protect them from drilling 

dust. 

2.7.Garage Storage 

Will you be able to park your car in the garage, or will it become the storage spot 

for everything from garden tools to holiday decorations? Yes, once you move in, 

it's FULL of stuff. So, if you want to build storage shelves, finish the floor with an 

epoxy coating, or install a workbench, it can be much easier to do it before the 

garage is stacked to the ceiling. Another handy tip—if you have sturdy garage 

shelving from a previous home, arrange to have it loaded on the truck last, then 

unloaded first, so boxes marked "storage" can be placed easily and quickly onto 

waiting shelves. If you are in need of a garage for temporary storage (because 

your home doesn't have one), there are services that allow easy ways to find 

neighborhood storage areas through your own neighbors. 

Using the tips and hints here, you'll find that moving into your house can be a 

pleasant experience. You'll feel right at home in no time. Happy moving! 

3. 8 Simple End Of Lease Cleaning Tips 

If you are planning to move out of your lease property, then end of tenancy 

cleaning is essential. Without proper cleaning, you can lose you bond money 

entirely or partially. 



Before you start the cleaning work, ensure everything is out of the apartment. 

This will be fruitful as you will be able to inspect every nook and corner and won’t 

miss out on anything that requires attention. 

Always remember, it is the responsibility of residents to maintain the cleanliness 

throughout their tenancy and return the premise in the same condition, as 

mentioned in the agreement. 

 

Here are some of the end of lease cleaning tips for you : 

3.1.Move-In Inspection 

The first thing you need to do when you first move into a rental property is a 

proper inspection. This inspection will help you in determining the areas that are 

unclean or already damaged. 

Then properly maintain the data in the property condition report. This report will 

be beneficial as a reference; that it was a pre-existing issue. Under these 

circumstances, you will not be liable for any compensation to the landlord or loss 

of your bond money. 



3.2. Start With A Checklist 

Property owners have the right to get back their property in good condition. 

While moving out, make sure that everything is in proper condition as in the 

absence of this, you are liable to lose your bond money. 

During the inspection, the agent will go through the report to know the exact 

condition of the property. You can use this as a guide to come up with your own 

checklist and work on those areas that require repair or cleaning work. 

The list you use at the End of Lease Cleaning Canberra should be made as per the 

professional Checklist. 

3.3.Window Cleaning 

It is strongly believed that a clean sparkling window adds to the overall ambiance 

of the interior. While leaving the rental property ensure to clean all smudge 

marks on the windows. For the apt cleaning usage of cleaning solution and 

microfiber cloths are very fruitful. 

End of Lease Cleaning Canberra is trained to do a thorough cleaning service for 

the rented property. This end of lease cleaning service will ensure that tenants 

retrieve the entire bond money. 

3.4.Carpets Cleaning 

What is your plan? If your carpet has become dirty and required extensive 

cleaning. Clean it before you leave the rented property. You can give a carpet a 

refreshed look by the steam clean. The steam clean will prevent long-term 

damages. 

In some case, your agent will look for a receipt for professional carpet steam 

cleaning. So, you have to keep all the document ready for the final inspection. 

3.5.Walls Cleaning 



As you know different types of wall finishes require different care. So while 

cleaning, you must use special cleaning procedures to clean hidden dirt out of the 

textured finish. This cleaning will enhance the overall interior of the property. 

If there are some stains on the wall, you can wash it with sugar soap and warm 

water. This cleaning will help you in attaining your bond money back. 

3.6. Cleaning Of Light Fixtures And Fittings 

It’s a fact that nobody does the job better than the end of lease cleaners. The 

other important area of cleaning at the end of the lease is cleaning of light 

fixtures and fittings. 

Light bulbs, fans, ceiling and light switches should be adequately cleaned and are 

in good working condition. Agents will look at all the parameters of cleaning; 

hence the entire area should be scrubbed and cleaned correctly. If electrical 

fittings are malfunctioning, you should fix it. 

3.7.Clean The Exterior 

 



If your property comprises of an outdoor area or a yard, ensure the premise is 

free from all kinds of prune plants and weeds. The oil and grease stains are very 

hard to come off so use pressure washer to clean the outer area of your lease 

property. A pressure washer will make your cleaning task a lot easier. If your 

exterior is dirty, the agent will doubt the internal hygiene also, so clean it with 

utmost precision. 

3.8.Bathroom Cleaning 

Bathroom cleaning is an arduous task, thoroughly clean it and disinfects the entire 

bathing area. Scrub it properly to remove all signs of soap scum and mould. You 

can also use a paste of baking soda and vinegar for cleaning. 

Before cleaning task walk through the leased property and make a note of 

cleaning solutions required for the cleaning. 

4.First Things to Do After Moving Into Your New Home 

Moving can be nerve-wracking, exhausting, and overwhelming. There's so much 

to do in one day, and that can be a recipe for disaster. Don't make it any harder 

on yourself than it has to be. This is the beginning of a new life in your new home, 

after all. 

To manage it all, consider making yourself a checklist of things to do as you move 

into your new house. Here's what to consider when making your checklist. 

4.1.What to Do Before Closing 

If you haven't already, review the home inspection report and other types of 

inspection reports. The seller may have fixed certain things for you or you'll have 

to do so yourself to make sure everything is working to your satisfaction.  

You should also check for plumbing leaks during the final walkthrough with your 

agent. Don't forget to find out where your water shut-off valve and electrical 

panels are located. 



Tip: Another thing you might want to review before moving in is the condition of 

your flooring. Plan for replacing the carpeting before the moving truck pulls up. 

It's much easier to accomplish this before moving your furniture into the house. 

4.2.Make Sure You Have Cash on You 

While you're going to swipe your debit or credit card to pay the moving company 

and for various other expenses, cash is king in some circumstances. You'll want it 

to tip people and just in case you run into an unforeseen situation where cards 

are not accepted. 

4.3.Turn on the Utilities 

Before moving into a new house, notify the utility companies to transfer gas, 

water, electrical, trash, and sewer into your name. The escrow company might 

transfer county utilities in some localities, so it's a good idea to inquire about this 

at closing. Otherwise, you'll have to call yourself. 

Tip: You don't want to find out that you have no electricity when the sun starts 

going down after a long day of unpacking boxes. 

4.4.Sequester Your Pets 

Moving can be a terrifying experience for pets, and even if they're not frightened, 

you don't want them underfoot. 

Bring blankets, food dishes, litter boxes, toys, and treats in a separate box for 

your pets, then place those items—with your pets—in a separate room. Ideally, 

the room will be as far away from the noise and commotion as possible, but don't 

forget to check on them periodically if you can't easily hear sounds of distress. It 

will help them feel safe and reduce the chance that they'll try to bolt out the front 

door. 

4.5.Plug in the Refrigerator 

Some people unplug the refrigerator and turn it off before they walk out the door 

for the last time, so make sure all the appliances are plugged in and working. 



Sometimes sellers leave a surprise bottle of bubbly for buyers, so open the door 

and have a peek inside. Check that the ice dispenser is working as well. 

4.6.Change Your Mailing Address 

The post office lets you change your mailing address online, but expect that they'll 

probably mix up mail for a while, and keep in mind that not all mail is forwarded. 

Take the added, precautionary step of changing your mailing address directly with 

your credit card lenders and your bank and any other important entities you 

maintain mail contact with. 

Tip: Don't forget to change your address with the Department of Motor Vehicles. 

Get updated licenses for all drivers and registrations for your vehicles. 

4.7.Set Up Security 

A home security system provides peace of mind. It will take next to no time for 

the security company to activate your system if your home already has the 

equipment installed, so call and check into it. 

Some companies install systems that let you set the security alarm when you're 

inside the home at night, which is extra comfort for single homeowners. Choose 

strong security codes, one for you and one for your guests. 

4.8.Establish Internet 

In addition to needing Wi-Fi for your computers, phones, and tablets, your 

security system might need it as well. Digital doorbells use Wi-Fi, too, and so do 

home-based apps that turn lights off and on, open garage doors, and water your 

lawn. Given how long it can take for technicians to come out, it's best to plan 

ahead for Wi-Fi installation. 

Tip: Don't forget to set up your television to stream your favorite shows while the 

technician is there to connect you. 

4.9.Order Food and Drink 



Some people pack snacks to take with them on moving day. Others want to feed 

not only themselves but also the movers and friends who are helping them. But 

moving day isn't a good time to plan to cook. 

Your options aren't limited to pizza and soft drinks. Get takeout from the Chinese 

restaurant down the street or order a case of beer to be delivered through your 

favorite food delivery app. Keep plenty of bottled water on hand, too, especially if 

you're moving in a warmer month. 

4.10.Figure Out Sleeping Arrangements 

Don't wait until midnight to realize that all the movers have left and you can't find 

the screws to set up your bed. Your beds should be the first pieces of furniture 

you set up. Make sure you know where you packed your pillows and bedding as 

well. 

Finishing a bedroom first from top to bottom can create a haven for you the night 

of the move and in the days right after. It will be somewhere you can retreat and 

unwind for a while, then tackle the remaining challenges tomorrow (or in a few 

days). 

Most people also pack an overnight bag containing all the essentials they'll need 

before they go to bed and when they wake the next morning, such as toothpaste, 

brushes, contact lenses, and medications. 

4.11.Meet the Neighbors 

Your neighbors will hopefully pop up bearing Tupperware meals or plates full of 

cookies, but otherwise, invite them over if you spot them eyeing you as you're 

unloading boxes. Not everyone will walk over and introduce themselves. They 

might worry that they're intruding. Make a special effort to remember names. 

Some Final Tips 

 Put off major remodels until you've lived in the house for a while. Settle in 

and exist with the place as-is for a time because your opinion of exactly 



how things ought to be changed might be radically different 12 to 18 

months from now after you've lived with existing flaws. 

 Move in the middle of the month, if possible, and in the middle of the 

week. You'll save on costs, which typically peak on weekends and around 

the first of the month. 

 Make sure everything you're packing for movers to transport is on the 

company's "OK" list. Some flammable substances such as propane and 

fertilizer aren't allowed, so you'll have to move them yourself. 

 

5.Things to Do When You Arrive at Your New Home 

Everything you own is packed into a moving van, the family SUV and your 

convertible. The old house is empty and awaiting its new residents, and you're on 

your way to the new place. The money to pay the movers, plus a generous tip, is 

in your pocket along with a new set of keys and the security code. You've got a 

copy of the floor plan, which is all marked up with where everything needs to go, 

and your copy of the mover's inventory list is tucked in the big folder right beside 

it. The kids are happily playing with their cousins at your sister's house, and your 

brothers-in-law are meeting you at the new house. You know you'll need them to 



help unload the truck and arrange the furniture. But what else do you need to do 

when you arrive at the new place? Check out the next pages to find out. 

5.1.Pest-proof Your New Home 

If you have access to your new place a day or so before the moving van is 

scheduled to arrive, take that time to get a few things done around the new 

homestead. You could set off a bug bomb or have the exterminator come and 

spray. Even if you don't see any bugs, it's likely they're there, and you don't want 

to have to share your new digs with pests. You know it'll be more difficult to find 

and evacuate any critters after all your stuff arrives. And this way, you won't have 

to worry about your children or your pets being exposed to harsh chemicals 

during the bug bombing or spraying. 

5.2.Start Fresh 

Another great way to take advantage of your still-empty abode is to give it a deep 

clean. It could use it, especially if you've followed the pest control advice from the 

previous page. Cleaning the floors, baseboards and windows will never be this 

easy again -- you'll have unhindered access to everything. Think about it: no 

curtains to take down, no rugs or furniture to move. And don't stop there. You 

can wipe down all the countertops, shelves and drawers -- replacing shelf paper if 

necessary. Run a phantom load in the dishwasher and washing machine, clean out 

the oven if it needs it, and don't forget the refrigerator and freezer. If possible, 

hire a cleaning service to help you get it all done. If you aren't able to do the 

cleaning prior to unloading the moving van, hiring a cleaning service will be even 

more helpful. 

5.3.Check Out the Local Market 

Among many cultures, it's a popular custom to bring bread and salt into a new 

home. Essentially, it's meant to ensure that the homeowners will always have 

plenty to eat -- bread so that your family will never be hungry and salt so that 

your kitchen will be full of flavor. Whether you want to adhere to this tradition or 

not, it's a good idea to check out the local market and get a few staples. Between 

you, your family, the movers and any friends who are helping you, someone's 



bound to get thirsty or hungry during the move. Why not be ready with a 

refrigerator full of cold beverages, sandwich supplies and other snacks? And don't 

forget to grab some cups, napkins paper towels and toilet paper while you're at it. 

5.4.Inspect Your Belongings 

Once everything's off the truck, check your inventory list against what's actually 

been delivered. Has everything made it to the new place? This is where it helps to 

have both the inventory list and a floor plan filled out with what goes where. You 

can then walk through the house, room by room, and make sure that everything 

has arrived safe and sound. And speaking of boxes, be sure to open a few cartons 

of your most breakable items to make certain they survived the move. If Grandma 

Sophie's china and Great Uncle Claude's stemware arrived without a scratch, 

chances are your other stuff weathered the road trip, too. 

6. Small Changes To Make Your House Feel Like A Home 

Your house is more than just a building that you live in. It should be a home that 

makes you feel welcome as soon as you open the front door. 

Making your house feel like a home is not something that simply happens on its 

own. You need to make some changes to a house when you move in, to give it 

that cozy, warm feeling that turns it into a true home. To help you speed the 

process, follow this guide to 10 small changes to make your house feel like a 

home. 

6.1. Make the Windows Your Own 

When you move into a home, they often come with boring Venetian blinds or less 

than attractive curtains. 

One of the best ways you can instantly warm your home and make it showcase 

your style is to add some new window dressing. Adding beautiful curtains not only 

improves your home’s appearance, but it can also help to control the 

temperature. 

6.2. Put up Some Art 



If you have a lot of bare walls in your home, it will seem sterile no matter how 

beautiful your paint or wallpaper is. 

Hanging art on the walls will instantly give it personality and make it feel like 

home. 

6.3. Improve the Aroma 

 

A house that is not filled with inviting smells will never feel like a home. There are 

loads of ways you can make your home smell nice. There are tons of air 

fresheners on the market you can use. 

Incense and scented candles are a nice option as well. Don’t forget that baking in 

a home is also a great way to fill it with an aroma that instantly smells like home 

as soon as you open the front door. 

6.4.Put out Lots of Pillows and Throws 



A great way to make your home look warm and inviting is to place lots of pillows 

and throws out on the furniture. It is much better to have too many pillows than 

not enough. 

There is nothing like the feeling of sinking into a cushiony pillow that feels like a 

cloud to make you feel like you are at home. 

6.5. Instantly Class up Your Closet 

If your closet is filled with wire or plastic hangers, it will never truly feel homey. To 

instantly make your closet feel classy, change out your old hangers for wooden 

ones. 

Not only do they look great, but they are better for hanging your clothes as well. 

6.6. Improve Your Air Quality 

One of the most overlooked ways to make your house feel more like a home is to 

improve its air quality. 

The easiest and best way to upgrade the air quality in your home is to change the 

old, dirty filters in your furnace regularly. Get some air filters delivered to your 

home so that you always have some on hand. 

6.7. Fill it with Plants 

Another way to improve the air quality in your home is to fill it with plants. You 

should have plants in every room of your home. 

They help to improve the air quality and they look beautiful. As well as making 

your home appear homier, plants also help to boost your mood and lower your 

stress levels. 

6.8. Change the Doorknobs 

Most people don’t really give their doorknobs a second thought unless they are 

broken. That is a shame because changing your doorknobs is an easy way to add 

personality to your home. 



Changing your old, boring doorknobs to new ones that are works of art will 

instantly brighten your home. 

6.9. Upgrade Your Tub or Shower 

There is nothing like luxuriating in a whirlpool bath or steam shower to make the 

cares of the day melt away. Your family deserves a bit of luxury when they are in 

their bathroom. 

Install a new shower or tub today to make your bathroom worthy of a place in 

your home. 

6.10. Fresh Cut Flowers 

You can make any room in your house feel homier by placing a vase full of 

beautiful flowers in it. The gorgeous look and intoxicating aroma of fresh cut 

flowers will immediately brighten your day when you encounter them. 

You don’t have to make all these changes at once. Try one or two a day though, 

and your house will feel like a home before you know it. The trick is to constantly 

keep adding these homey touches to make your home a place worthy of its name. 

7.Making Yourself at Home After a Move 

Have you heaved a sigh of relief yet? If not, go ahead -- you've earned it. 

Now that you've successfully cruised through moving day, you can start turning 

your new digs into a home sweet home. Of course, your idea of "home" may not 

include ceiling-high stacks of cardboard boxes. Or maybe you're not exactly 

smitten with whatever misguided decor (gilded wallpaper? shag carpeting?) the 

previous owners left behind. 

Tip: Establish a sanctuary within your home. Choose one room to paint 

immediately, and decorate it with items that make you feel warm 'n' fuzzy -- a 

favorite armchair, a few picture frames, or your projection-screen television. It 

may be a while before all your belongings are put away and renovations complete, 

but whenever you need a break from your work-in-progress, you can retreat to 

this room and feel right at home. 



Don't get too comfortable: you still have some unpacking to do... 

Feeling besieged by boxes? Take it one room at a time. The kitchen is a good place 

to start -- it's the hub of most homes, and besides, too much takeout can be hard 

on the wallet. Get bathrooms in order next, and then move on to bedrooms, living 

rooms, and guest rooms. If you can't find a place for something, sell it or toss it. 

Don't let it languish in unpacking limbo. 

Once your house is in order, take time to explore your new community. Start with 

the nuts and bolts: 

 Find the nearest post office, bank, grocery store, police department, fire 

department, and hospital. 

 Update your driver's license and car registration. 

 Register to vote in your new district, and find out where the nearest polling 

location is. 

 Call your town's sanitation department and see if curbside pickup is offered 

for trash and recycling. 

 Get acquainted with the rules and regulations of your apartment complex 

or homeowners' association. 

 Send e-mails or moving announcements to your friends and family with 

your new address and phone number. For inspiration, read Creative Ways 

to Announce Your Move. 

Once you've made it official, you can focus on the fun stuff. Introduce yourself to 

the neighbors, and take a few meandering walks until you learn your way around. 

Subscribe to the local newspaper, get a library card, go shopping downtown, or 

join the health club. Make it your goal to find the best pizza delivery, deli, or 

takeout in your neighborhood. It may take some time to adjust, but before you 

know it, you'll feel like a local. 

Conclusion 

Hope you like this guide. We have shared all possible information that can help 

you to make your new house feel like home after a move. 
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