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Abstract 

Newcastle is a thriving and innovative community made up of a diverse 

group of people. 

City of Newcastle is invested in improving the lives of all Novocastrians not 

just now, but well into the future so that everyone can work, play and live 

their best lives. 

 

I. Getting to know Newcastle 

Newcastle is the second largest city in NSW, located on the east coast of 

Australia, Newcastle is situated on lands of the Awabakal and Worimi 

people. Surrounded by golden beaches, a breathtaking coastline and a 

beautiful working harbour, we are a city with a diverse community, making 

it a welcoming and wonderful place to live and visit. 

Newcastle's great climate makes it a fantastic city to get out and about in. 

Getting around 

Take in the spectacular coastline by walking all or part of the 6km Bathers 

Way, which stretches from Nobby's Beach to Merewether. Why not stop for 

a swim at one of the beautiful beaches along the way? 

Or get to know the city and some of its key attractions and landmarks on a 

self-guided walking tour. 

Cycling is also very popular in Newcastle, with a comprehensive network of 

dedicated bike trails and on-road bike lanes that will take you along the 



harbour foreshore and further afield. Don't miss a ride along the Fernleigh 

Track which follows a disused coal haul rail line for 15km from Newcastle to 

Lake Macquarie. 

Places to see 

Newcastle offers all the usual city comforts including great restaurants, 

cafes, parks and gardens, theatres, art galleries and museums, shopping 

centres and nightclubs. We've listed some of these on our Out and About 

page. 

A few kilometres south of the city is Australia's largest seaboard lake, Lake 

Macquarie, scene of many national and international sailing events. Travel a 

bit further and you will reach the Central Coast. 

Less than one hour's drive to the north is the impressive harbour of Port 

Stephens, a popular centre for big game fishing, sailing, surfing, and 

sailboarding. To the west are the internationally famous wineries of the 

Hunter Valley, many of them more than a century old. 

Where to live 

There are lots of great places to live in and around Newcastle, depending on 

your needs and lifestyle preferences. The University campuses are located in 

Callaghan and in the city centre. 

II. Living in Newcastle 

We love living, playing working and exploring our city and with your help 

we're making living here easier, better and more enjoyable than ever. 

 



WHY CHOOSE NEWCASTLE? 

Whether you want a sea change or a tree change, Newcastle has it all. There’s 

world-class options for beaches and bushland within an easy drive of a 

metropolitan buzz and green suburban living. Choose your own way to play 

a part in the vivid transformation. 

#390 City of Connectivity 

Smart Connectivity connects the community together through networks and 

information, to enable the flow of data in real time to share information and 

stories digitally. 

Investment includes: 

• Smart poles installed in CBD, Beresfield and when upgrading local 

centres to improve amenity by: 

o Providing access to free Wi-Fi. 

o Access to real time environmental monitoring data to help 

determine our city’s environmental quality, such as soil 

moisture, air quality and pollution monitoring. 

o Easy connection to power for street activations. 

o Efficient street lighting. 

• Free public Wi-Fi available in Council owned cultural facilities and 

public buildings. To log on to the free high speed Wi-Fi network, look 

for ‘City of Newcastle free Wi-Fi’ in your network settings. No 

password is required. 

• Cutting-edge technology like Augmented Reality (AR) to connect the 

current City landscape with historical indigenous sites and other 

cultural stories. 

• Virtual Reality of our Art Gallery so that rare and fragile artworks can 

be made available via VR from our home. 

• Establishment of an Internet of Things (IoT) Sensor Lab with local 

industrial designers and technologists to create an integrated product 

that provides sensor access to the City Centre. 

• A City App to make information available such as What’s on, walking 

trials, information of facilities available in our parks and augmented 

reality experiences. 

• A Digital Library. Meet Pepper the dancing robot and see books come 

to life inside the Magic Box. Explore the five-metre digital Storywall to 

discover Newcastle’s heritage, history and top 10 things to do, or use 



the interactive tables to browse newspapers, magazines, games and 

storystomp collections. 

#998 Portt 

Portt is an intelligent sourcing, contract and supplier management platform 

that enables the strategic potential of procurement teams.The platform is 

currently used by all three levels of government in Australia and the New 

Zealand government. Portt recently established a satellite office in 

Newcastle creating 10 fulltime roles. Since expanding their operation to 

Newcastle, Portt has raised $4 million in investment. 

#3040 The Big Picture Fest 

This inaugural The Big Picture Fest was helped by our Special Business Rate. 

It ran from 2 - 4 October 2020 and we absolutely love the amazing creations 

the artists have left for our City to enjoy! 

Thanks to artists Fintan Magee, Bronte Naylor, Mitch Revs, Inari, Alas One, 

Studio Amsterdam - Patricia Van Lubeck, Ellie Hannon, Sophia Flegg, Tom 

Henderson, Tuns, Jordan Lucky, Vans the Omega, Jasmine Craciun. 

#451 GreenBe 

GreenBe has developed a digital engagement customer portal used by 

utilities and government to host customer facing digital programs. The 

portal helps to drive customer behaviours around energy and water usage, 

resource demand management, health and wellbeing, sustainability and 

community building. 

COVID-19 has accelerated the adoption of the GreenBe platform by utilities 

and local government that require enhanced virtual solutions to interact 

with their customers. City of Newcastle collaborated with GreenBe during 

COVID-19 to rapidly deploy 'Lean in Newy', 

a social action and economic incentive app to support small business and 

encourage volunteering. 

The startup employs seven full-time staff and is using its growth to provide 

more opportunities for female graduates. Newcastle’s innovation ecosystem 

helps support the growth of startups such as GreenBe enter global markets 

and build local economic opportunities. 

#275 Eighteen04 

Innovation and success unite at Eighteen04 



Innovative people flourish under the right conditions. Since 2015, co-

working space and “inspirational incubator” Eighteen04 has been 

Newcastle's centre for innovation. With a focus on clean tech and Smart 

Cities based initiatives, this collaborative hub provides a space for 

innovative, environmentally conscious startups to thrive. 

Eighteen04 operates on three major principles: giving startups access to a 

collaborative co-working space, obtaining capital funding, and offering 

advice from experienced mentors. Unlike traditional co-working spaces, 

Eighteen04 also offers event space and makerspace facilities to residents. 

Many of Newcastle's startup success stories call Eighteen04 home, with 

current “residents” including technology company Anditi, Smart Cities 

initiative Newie Ventures, and solar technology innovators SwitchDin. 

Since its inception, Eighteen04's residents have raised more than $8 million 

in funding and created more than 60 jobs for the local economy. Strong links 

with the University of Newcastle and Hunter TAFE ensure our top local 

talent stays in Newcastle by creating jobs and opportunities right here in our 

city. 

Lord Mayor Nuatali Nelmes said, "Our vision is to be a smart, liveable and 

sustainable global city by 2030." 

"While we talk a lot about smart technology and infrastructure, smart cities 

are first and foremost about people." 

"We have the capacity and are attracting the talent to develop the next 

generation of Smart City solutions right here in Newcastle to address 

challenges that many cities are facing." 

#1525 Newcastle 500 

Newcastle 500 has wide-reaching benefits for city 

Motorsports boast some of the most dedicated and passionate fan bases in 

the world and, in 2017, Newcastle enticed one of the country's biggest 

motorsports attractions to the East Coast: the Supercars Championship. 

Beyond creating memories for Supercars fans that would last a lifetime, the 

event brought about a range of economic and non-economic benefits to the 

city. 



The Hunter Research Foundation Centre (HRFC) undertook an independent 

investigation and found that the inaugural event attracted 83,000 visitors to 

Newcastle and led to an input of more than $30m to the local economy. 

The event was also featured in 344 media stories and reached a combined 

domestic audience of more than 14 million people, helping put Newcastle 

firmly in the spotlight. 

Lord Mayor Nuatali Nelmes said, "The planning, the dedication and the 

passion of everyone involved has really shone through and made this a 

landmark weekend in Newcastle’s history." 

"I want to thank everyone – the people of this great city and the people who 

came here as visitors for this event – for helping make it such a wonderful 

success." 

Race organisers recorded a total of 192,242 people attending the three-day 

spectacle, making it one of the most popular events in the country. Newcastle 

500 returned for 2018 and 2019 but was postponed in 2020. Newcastle is 

scheduled to host the season opener in 2022. 

III. Cost of living in Newcastle, Australia 

 



The average cost of living in Newcastle is $1798, which is in the top 22% of 

the most expensive cities in the world, ranked 2016th out of 9294 in our 

global list and 12th out of 64 in Australia. 

The median after-tax salary is $6330, which is enough to cover living 

expenses for 3.5 months. Ranked 181st (TOP 2%) in the list of best places to 

live in the world and 7th best city to live in Australia. With an estimated 

population of 153K, Newcastle is the 14th largest city in Australia. 

 

 



 

 



 

 

IV. Why should you move to Newcastle? 



The Newcastle region is an amazing place to live and raise a family. There’s 

a variety of places to live including near the beaches, near Lake Macquarie, 

up at the blue water wonderland of Port Stephens or in the picturesque 

Hunter Valley. It’s a relaxed lifestyle with friendly people. 

In this area, there are five major councils: Newcastle City Council, Lake 

Macquarie City Council, Maitland City Council, Cessnock City Council and 

Port Stephens Council. Even though there’s more than 555,000 people in the 

region, some days it still feels like a bit county town as it feels like everyone 

is connected.   

 

Where to live in Newcastle? 

There’s a variety of places to live depending on your budget and where you 

are interested in being located or if you want to live in a house or an 

apartment. Living near Newcastle CBD and the beaches is more expensive 

but there are a variety of family-friendly suburbs located a bit further out. 

These include New Lambton, Kotara, Adamstown Heights, Warners Bay, 

Eleebana and Valentine. 

Closer to the beaches are the expensive suburbs of Merewether, The Junction 

and Bar Beach. Inner city Newcastle suburbs like Waratah, Georgetown, 

Maryville, Tighes Hill, Carrington and Mayfield are have been undergoing 

gentrification in the past few years.   



There’s also great places to live in the Maitland and Cessnock Local 

Government Areas if you prefer open spaces, access to vineyards and 

country living. 

If you’re after new construction, There’s are new housing estates in Cameron 

Park, Edgeworth, Fletcher, Ashtonfield, Chisholm and Gillieston Heights. 

Here is the quick detail of local-friendly suburb of Newcastle West: 

Moving to a suburb is always a big decision. Apart from choosing the right 

property, you have to prepare yourself mentally. Preparing for a move is one 

of the important things. It doesn’t matter how far you are moving, make sure 

you do proper research and book the best removalists for the safety of your 

possessions. It is good to hire professionally trained removalists like us. We 

offer our services in Newcastle West at the most affordable price. With 

around 0.84 square kilometres in size and a total population of just above 

600 people, this place attracts many people. This suburb is mainly a 

commercial/retail trading district; thus, it doesn’t have a well-developed 

residential hub. However, it has Newcastle High School -a state-run high 

school that is located at the crossroads of Parkway Avenue and National Park 

Street. Although it is the only school in this suburb, there are many schools 

in nearby suburbs, and the University of Newcastle is also not that far. If you 

are planning to move here, hire professional removalists. 

Getting around 

While public transport is improving in the Newcastle region, it’s not always 

the easiest way to get around. 

There are trains run by Sydney Trains, a NSW government division. Trains 

run from Newcastle Interchange at Wickham to the Central Coast and 

Sydney stopping at Hamilton, Broadmeadow, Adamstown, Kotara, Cardiff, 

Cockle Creek, Teralba, Booragul and Fassifern. There’s also the Hunter Line 

which runs from Newcastle Interchange all the way to Telarah in Maitland 

including stops at Waratah, Warabrook, Sandgate, Tarro, Beresfield and 

Maitland. It also extends at certain times to Scone. 

The rest of the region is serviced by buses. Newcastle Transport has service 

routes covering Newcastle government area and parts of Lake Macquarie. 

Newcastle Transport also runs the Newcastle passenger ferry service. It’s a 

fun 5 minute service which travels from Newcastle (Queen’s Wharf) to 

Stockton. 



There’s also the light rail service which runs from Newcastle Interchange to 

Newcastle Beach. There’s also bus services in the Hunter Valley, Raymond 

Terrace and Williamtown Airport operated by Newcastle Transport. 

To get a cab, contact Newcastle Taxi on 13CABS or 132227. Uber is also 

available in Newcastle. 

 Health care 

Newcastle is fortunate to have extensive health care services including a 

dedicated Children’s Hospital in Newcastle. There are also many medical 

practices, private hospitals as well as an afterhours GP service. If you’re 

looking for a doctor, there are plenty of medical practices with GPs (general 

practitioners) that are accepting new clients. Some of the practices “bulk-

bill” for kids so check first. 

 

GP Access After Hours 

GP Access is a valuable resource for parents and one that we’ve used when 

I’ve had a sick child. GP Access After Hours provides free comprehensive and 

quality after hours medical care and advice to residents of Newcastle, Lake 

Macquarie and Maitland areas on weeknights, weekends and public 

holidays. They are open after hours when your GP is closed. The service 

operates from four clinics across the Hunter with four of these clinics located 

in public hospitals. 

These include the new Maitland Hospital (opening in January 2022), John 

Hunter Hospital, Belmont Hospital and Westlakes Community Health Centre 

(Toronto Polyclinic). 



GP Access After Hours clinics operate on a phone appointment system and 

when you call 1300 130 147, qualified and experienced staff will provide 

advice or if required, arrange an appointment at one of their clinics. Visits to 

GP Access After Hours are fully bulk billed to Medicare and DVA card holders. 

Late Night Chemists 

Here’s a list of local late night chemists. It’s so handy to have a list of after 

hours chemists in Newcastle, Lake Macquarie and the Hunter for those times 

when you need  a prescription urgently filled or you’ve run out of baby 

Panadol with a teething baby! Some of these chemists are open after 6pm on 

weeknights and on weekends. 

Child and Family Health Centres 

Child and Family Health Centres provide a wide range of health care and 

health promotion services for children and families in the Greater Newcastle, 

Lake Macquarie and Port Stephen areas. For new mums, Kaleidoscope 

services include new parent groups, lactation groups and providing 

information, advice and support in the care and management of babies as 

well as providing support for adjusting to motherhood and postnatal 

depression. 

For parents of older children, Child and Family Health Centres promote the 

physical, emotional and social health, well being and development of 

children up to high school, including their families. These include services 

such as toddler behaviour management, child safety and audiometry 

counselling. 

To make an appointment with your local Child and Family Health Centre, 

contact the central intake number on (02) 4923 6920. For more information, 

visit the Child and Family Health Centre website 

Local Hospitals 

Here’s a list of local hospitals with emergency departments. In an 

emergency, phone 000. 

• John Hunter Hospital, Lookout Road, New Lambton Heights, Phone: 

(02) 4921 3000. In addition to an Emergency Department, the hospital 

includes the John Hunter Children’s Hospital. This 113 bed facility 

includes a medical ward, oncology/surgical ward, adolescent and day 

surgery ward, sleep unit, neonatal intensive care unit, outpatient clinic 

and school room. 



• Calvary Mater Hospital, Corner of Edith & Platt Streets , Waratah, 

Phone: 02 4921 1211. The Mater’s Emergency Department caters for 

both adults and children. 

• Lake Macquarie Private Hospital, 3 Sydney Street, Gateshead, Phone 

(02) 4943 3122 – Emergency Department. Even though Lake 

Macquarie is a private hospital, it also has an emergency department. 

However, you will be billed for your visit. You will be asked to settle 

your $200 Emergency Department service fee account prior to leaving 

the hospital. 

• Belmont Hospital, Croudace Bay Road,  Belmont, Phone:(02) 4923 

2000. Although Belmont Hospital does not provide any specific 

paediatric services, its Emergency Department caters for both adults 

and children. Children who require admission to hospital will be 

transferred to John Hunter Children’s Hospital. 

• Maitland Hospital, Metford Road, Metford. Phone: (02) 4939 2000. 

Opening in January 2022 in Metford. In addition to an Emergency 

Department, Maitland Hospital has a general paediatric centre, which 

provides newborn and paediatric in-patient services to the region. 

• Cessnock Hospital, View Street , Cessnock, Phone: (02) 4991 0555. In 

addition to an Emergency Department, Cessnock District Health 

Service has a two bed paediatric ward with provision for a child’s 

parent to stay with them during their hospitalisation. 

The health care scheme Medicare provides free and subsidised health care 

for those with a Medicare Card, which is available to Australian citizens, 

permanent residents and visitors from certain countries. 

Important telephone numbers 

• Emergency services: 000 

• GP Access After Hours 1300 130 147 

• Poisons advice line: 13 11 26 

 

 Child care 

Do you need childcare? There’s a variety of child care options in Newcastle, 

Lake Macquarie and the Hunter including long day care, family day care and 

private nannies. There are many child care centres in the region. For a list of 

child care centres near you, visit the Australian Government site Child Care 

Finder website. This useful website provides a description of the service and 



has information about vacancies, fees and quality assessments. It also 

provides information on child care payments that you may be eligible for. 

Long day care/childcare centres provide care and early education programs 

for children aged from birth–5 years, and are open for longer hours year 

round, whereas preschools are just for children aged 3-5 years and offer 

more similar hours and days to schools. 

 

Remember, all centres are not equal – some are not-for-profit and 

community based, some are run by small, private operators while others are 

larger corporate entities. In choosing a centre, check the rating under the 

National Quality Standard – the ratings are independently assessed by the 

Child and Family Health Centre website and must be displayed. 

 Education 

There are many good schools, both public and private in the Newcastle and 

Hunter region. Public schools provide free education. All primary schools 

and the majority of high schools have designated intake areas. Schools may 

accept enrolments from outside their local area if places are available.  

Use the School Finder website to locate NSW public schools and their 

designated intake areas. This will advise you about your local public school. 

Children can start Kindergarten in NSW at the beginning of the school year 

if they turn 5 on or before 31 July that year. By law, all children must be in 

compulsory schooling by their 6th birthday. 



There are also Catholic schools in the Newcastle & Hunter area. The Catholic 

Schools Office (CSO) Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle manages more than 

21,000 students in 44 Primary schools, 11 Secondary schools and one K-12 

school in the Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. Use their school finder 

to find your nearest Catholic school. 

 

For a full list of local schools and to compare local schools, visit the My School 

website. It provides information about schools in Australia, letting you see 

how a school is performing, compared to schools with similar students. 

• Playgroups 

For those with babies and younger kids, get out of the house and make new 

friends at playgroup. Playgroups provide babies, toddlers and young 

children with a wide variety of early learning experiences including play 

time, music, stories, arts and crafts and excursions. For parents and 

caregivers, you’ll get to meet others and share parenting ideas and 

experience. 

There are loads of playgroups in the Newcastle & Hunter region. For a list, 

check out the Newy with Kids Playgroup guide 

 Family Fun 

We specialise in family fun! Newy with Kids keeps you up to date with what’s 

happening in the Newcastle, NSW region. It’s your guide to family-friendly 

attractions, activities and events in Newcastle, Lake Macquarie & the Hunter. 

Whether it’s information on playgrounds, cafes, school holiday activities, 



kids concerts or family events, Newy with Kids provides readers with 

information about things to do with kids. 

 

• Parks & Playgrounds 

There are heaps of local parks and playgrounds in the Newcastle region 

including the amazing Speers Point Park pictured above. Check out the Parks 

and Playgrounds section on the Newy with Kids website for a list of places 

you can visit with your family. As well as playground listings, we’ve also put 

together round ups of different playgrounds suitable for toddlers as well as 

older kids in the region. 

• Beaches & Pools 

Want information on family-friendly beaches and ocean baths? Check out 

our top beaches for kids in Newcastle and Lake Macquarie article. 

• Walks & Bike Rides 

If you feel like going for walk or a bike ride, check our extensive lists of kid-

friendly walks and cycleways in Newcastle, Lake Macquarie & the Hunter. 

• Guides for Different Ages 

Need activities to get out of the house with babies? Check out our Newcastle 

with Babies guide. Bored on your maternity leave? Here are 52 Weekly 

Challenges for New Mums. Keep active toddlers busy with Newcastle with 

Toddlers guide. 



• Museums and Art Galleries 

The Newcastle and Hunter region is full of educational and entertaining 

museums and galleries. Enjoy a family day out with your kids to learn more 

about Hunter history, art, science and transportation. Here’s a list of local 

museums and art galleries. 

• Libraries 

Head to your local library to borrow books, DVDs and CDs. Newcastle and 

Hunter libraries offer free programs for  families such as Baby Book Time 

and storytime. There’s also lots of school holiday activities to keep school 

aged kids entertained. Newcastle Region Library also hosts a Toy Library at 

New Lambton Library where families can borrow  up to 3 toys per child 

every week. 

• Kids Eat Free 

We’re blessed with loads of eating places in Newcastle and the Hunter. 

Here’s a list of Kids Eat Free places when you don’t feel like cooking. Here’s 

also a guide to local restaurants with kids areas or playgrounds. 

• Follow Newy with Kids 

Stay up to date with what’s happening in Newcastle and the Hunter with 

Newy with Kids. 

It’s your guide to family attractions, activities and events to parents and 

caregivers of children aged 0 to 12 who reside in the Newcastle & Hunter 

region. Whether it’s information on playgrounds, cafes, school holiday 

activities, kids concerts or family events, Newy with Kids provides readers 

with information about things to do with children. 

V. Reasons International Students are Moving to Newcastle and 

Regional NSW 

There is a lot more to discover in Australia than just the major cities! Located 

just two hours from Sydney you’ll find the busy city of Newcastle and the 

gorgeous Central Coast, a beach-rich strip of Australia’s east coast. 

From a relaxed lifestyle and affordable cost of living to a vibrant wine 

country on your doorstep, there are hundreds of reasons to move to 

Newcastle or regional NSW! Here are our top eight. 

• Beach lifestyle 



When daydreaming of their time Down Under, most international students 

picture themselves walking barefoot on the beach with salty hair and sun-

kissed skin, perhaps even catching a few waves. The Central Coast is the 

perfect place to make that dream a reality, with 41 beaches to choose from 

along its 87km coast. Terrigal, Newcastle, Avoca, and Copacabana are crowd 

favourites. If you’d like to try surfing, Newcastle Beach has a reputation for 

being one of the best surf locations in all of Australia and is an easy walk from 

the city centre. The real benefit of moving to regional NSW is having all the 

time in the world to explore every beach and pick your favourite!  

• Beautiful scenery 

Beaches aren’t the only thing you’ll be spoilt for choice on when moving to 

the Central Coast! Home to three national parks, dozens of bushwalks, and 

beautiful lakes and waterfalls, you can experience Australia’s diverse flora 

and fauna by foot, bicycle, or boat.   

The area has a rich First Nations history through the Traditional Custodians 

of the lands, the Worimi Nation and the Pambalong clan of the Awabakal 

nation (Newcastle) and the Darkinjung people (Central Coast). Keep an eye 

out for Aboriginal rock art and engravings during your bushwalks, or book a 

tour to be guided around by a local. 

• A range of places to study (and regional benefits!) 

Newcastle’s beaches and scenery aren’t the only impressive things on offer! 

The University of Newcastle is the only regional university to make 

Australia’s Top 10 Universities of 2020, and ranks in the top 200 universities 

worldwide! This university’s multiple locations offer world-class education, 

from inner-city Newcastle to bushland campuses, to the brand-new Central 

Coast Clinical School. 

The area is also a great option for international students looking to complete 

VET courses, with dozens of TAFE campuses dotted across the region. If 

you’re looking for a pathway into university, the University of Newcastle 

College of International Education can help you transition into higher 

education with pathways into over 130 undergraduate and postgraduate 

degree programs at the University of Newcastle. 

Plus, Newcastle, and other towns along the Central Coast, are classified as 

‘regional areas’, which come with a range of benefits for graduates. The 

Australian Government allows students that meet study and skills criteria to 

stay in Australia after they complete their studies and gain valuable work 



experience. For example, to promote living and working in regional areas, 

students are eligible to stay for up to three years if they were to graduate 

from the University of Newcastle’s city campuses, or for up to four years 

from the Central Coast campus. 

• Affordable cost of living 

Capital cities tend to be overpopulated, which increases rental demand in 

both private rentals and house-share agreements. This means capital city 

rent tends to be considerably higher than in regional areas, with Newcastle 

and the Central Coast being no exception.  

Rental prices aren’t the only inflated expenses when living in a capital city! 

As of March 2021, Sydney’s rent prices are 43 per cent higher, grocery prices 

six per cent higher and a monthly travel pass is 33 per cent higher than 

Newcastle’s prices. Use our cost of living calculator to discover how much 

money you could save by living in regional NSW. 

• Job opportunities 

Both international students and locals alike often worry about getting a job 

when moving to regional areas. However, there is no need for concern. 

Similar to the lower cost of living, due to the fewer number of people living 

in regional areas, there is less competition in the job market.  

While there are opportunities to find part-time work to earn an income, the 

close-knit communities found in the regional cities and towns of NSW also 

mean it’s easy to build a strong professional network. Just ask a local and 

they’ll probably know someone, who knows someone, who you can talk to 

about specific industries, job openings or career advice. 

Your education provider will have strong ties to the local businesses and 

organisations, so you will have a chance to engage in valuable work 

experience. For example, if you’re eager to study healthcare (one of 

Australia’s fastest-growing industries) students at the Central Coast Clinical 

School can access placement in large hospitals such as Gosford Hospital, plus 

experience working in smaller public and private facilities. 

The area is also popular for entrepreneurs, with the City of Newcastle Lord 

Mayor Nuatali Nelmes stating: 

“Newcastle is an economic hub driven by innovation and skills and we want 

to share this fact with all of Australia.” 



So, why not explore the University of Newcastle’s I2N network, which 

supports entrepreneurial students in building their ideas. 

• Food, drink, and entertainment 

Don’t let the slower pace of life in this region fool you – there is still plenty 

of culture and entertainment! From Turkish degustations to award-winning 

fish and chips, to a combined bakehouse, nursery, and Australian cuisine 

eatery, the Central Coast’s food and beverage scene is as vibrant and exciting 

as they come. 

Sports fans and music lovers unite at the Central Coast Stadium, home to 

international concerts and national sporting events. Throw on some 

gumboots and head to Maitland Showground to attend national festivals like 

Groovin the Moo, sample local seafood at the Brisbane Water Oyster Festival, 

and grab your weekly fresh produce from the many farmers’ markets held in 

most towns and cities.   

• Holiday spots and things to do 

Newcastle and regional NSW are popular destinations for holidaymakers. So, 

if you find yourself with a free weekend, you’re truly spoilt for choice on 

places to visit!  

One of Australia’s major wine regions, the Hunter Valley, is a stone’s throw 

from Newcastle and perfect for a day’s hop-on-hop-off winery tour or a 

weekend getaway. Grab a tent and head to Patonga campgrounds, located at 

the mouth of Hawkesbury River, and enjoy a few days off the grid. Get up 

close and personal with slimy and furry Aussie wildlife at the Australian 

Reptile Park, walk along the treetops at Barrington Tops, or explore the 

stunning Glenworth Valley on the back of a horse or a quad bike! 
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