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Abstract 
Installing a new window in Canberra where there wasn't one before is a major remodelling project. 

However, the job is within the abilities of almost any homeowner with good carpentry skills. The exact 

installation instructions depend on the size and type of window in Canberra, but each window will 

need to be framed, installed, and sealed.  

1. introduction 
Window installation is not an easy task. Adding a new window to your home can be tricky. We'll help 

you get started. We are here with this new and the latest PDF that may be very helpful and informative 

for you. It deals with your complete window installation guide that you need to follow to avoid some 

common mistakes. 

2. All the Parts of a Window You Need to 

Know About—and Why They Matter 
The anatomy of a window is important in Canberra. Here's a breakdown of all the major window parts. 

Understanding the different types of window glass while picking out new windows or admiring 

previously installed ones is one thing, but what about the parts of a window? One aspect of 

appreciating what makes a window great is knowing how all the different parts work together. But if 

you can't tell the sash from the apron, you'll have a hard time articulating what, exactly, you like about 

the window. 

No matter where you do your window shopping in Canberra —we're partial to Marvin, makers of 

master-crafted, premium-quality windows and glass doors—knowing how to point out the window 

parts that you like and dislike will help you make the best window selection, changing the whole look 

and feel of your updated space in the process. 

Learning how to hang curtains will help dress up your window selection in Canberra, but picking the 

perfect windows—with just-the-right sash and ideal grille placement—will make window treatments 

more of an accessory than a way to make up for inadequate windows. Once you've found the perfect 

windows, you only need to learn how to clean them. You'll have bright, mood-lifting light in your space 

all day, every day. 

Anatomy of a Window—10 Window Parts You Should Know 

Apron: This horizontal piece of trim runs underneath the sill. 

Glass: It's also called lite (industry terminology for the piece of glass used to create the window) or 

glazing. Four main kinds are available. 

Grille: Also called grid or muntin, these decorative cross pieces divide the window into panes. Some 

grilles are suspended between the glass; others snap off for easy cleaning. Grilles for double-hung 

windows are named according to the number of squares they form (like six over six, as shown in the 

photo above). Not to be confused with mullions, which are vertical or horizontal pieces between 

adjoining window units. 



 

Head: This horizontal piece forms the top of the window frame. 

Jamb: These pieces form the top, sides, and bottom of the window frame (including the head). 

Lock: Most new windows come with locks, and there are upgrades (such as magnetic locks) that allow 

windows to automatically lock when closed. 

Rail: This is the horizontal part of a sash. 

Sash: The movable part of the window, it's the framework that holds the glass in place. 

Sill: This piece runs along the base of the window frame. 

Stile: This is the vertical part of a sash. 

3. Types Of Windows To Consider For Your 

Home 
Windows give us a view of the world, but they offer much more than that. In fact, different window 

styles have different advantages and disadvantages. From shape to the amount of ventilation they 

provide to the all-important cost factor, there is a lot to keep in mind as you select window styles in 

Canberra. 

Natural light is a popular selling feature for homes, so making a wise choice with your window 

selection can be a great return on investment. Whether you are building or remodeling, choose the 

types of windows that meet your needs for lighting, function and price. 

 



Casement Windows 

Also known as crank windows for the method used to open them, casement windows swing from a 

hinge, just like a door. The strong seal around these windows means they are generally weathertight. 

The swing function also allows for a great amount of airflow when desired. 

Screens can fit securely inside the window, which can be helpful for cleaning purposes. On average, 

individual casement windows cost $300 to $750 installed. 

With casement windows, you’ll need to keep in mind the design of your home to ensure open windows 

match with each other and sides of the home. Casement windows are not ideal for securing window 

air conditioning units, so beware if you depend on that method of cooling. 

Pros 

Easy to open and close 

Weathertight, energy-efficient seal 

Promote great airflow 

Cons 

Mechanical parts may wear or break 

Prone to damage if left open in elements 

Not suitable for window air conditioning units 

Double-Hung or Single-Hung Windows 

The most common window style in Canberra, double-hung or single-hung windows slide along a 

vertical track to open. Although these two types of windows look just about the same, the distinction 

between them is single-hung windows only open from the bottom half. 

Unlike casement windows that swing outward, you don’t need to worry about double- or single-hung 

windows bumping into each other or anything on the exterior or the house. 

These classic windows provide good ventilation, offer access for cleaning and are easier to replace 

than more unique window styles. Because they work against gravity, double- or single-hung windows 

may not stay open as desired if not properly maintained. 

Double-hung windows cost slightly more than their single-hung siblings, but both are relatively 

budget-friendly window options with an average price point of $200 to $1,000 per window installed. 

Pros 

Offer great ventilation 

Widespread retail offerings 

Cost-effective 

Cons 

May develop slipping problems 

Require more physical effort to open or close 



Seal isn’t weathertight 

 

Picture Windows 

Locked in place and unmoving, picture windows don’t obstruct the outside view, which can provide a 

real wow factor. The big drawback? There is no airflow with these windows. Without any opening 

mechanisms, the upkeep is simple and the seal will be weathertight. 

On the downside, picture windows aren’t exactly energy-efficient, at least compared to solid walls. 

The heat from inside the home may escape during cooler months while sunlight streaming through 

the picture window may overheat the interior space in warmer months. 

Because there are no mechanical elements, picture windows offer good bang for the buck when you 

want a lot of natural light. Depending on size and shape, each picture window costs an average of 

$150 to $750 installed. 

Pros 

Deliver an unobstructed view 

Less expensive than mechanical windows 

Weathertight seal 

Cons 

Outside can be hard to clean 

May be an energy drain 

No airflow or ventilation 

Bay Windows 

Both functional and an interesting design feature, the term “bay windows” describes windows 

grouped together to extend from the house. On the inside, this can create a bay or shelf. The individual 



windows in a bay window group meet at angles. Bow windows are similar, but the design is curved 

without angles between windows. 

If you’re doing a remodel and want to add bay windows where there is currently an exterior wall, 

expect a significant expense in the $1,150 to $3,550 range. If you’re just swapping windows in an 

existing bay window arrangement, the price will depend on the style of the specific window. 

In a typical bay window arrangement, the center window is a fixed picture window while the two 

flanking windows may be casement, single- or double-hung windows. 

Pros 

Architecturally interesting 

Allow a lot of natural light 

Add square footage inside a home 

Cons 

Expensive 

Require skilled installation 

May block walkways or exterior space 

Sliding Windows 

A more common option for horizontal window orientations in Canberra, sliding windows work much 

like they sound: by one section sliding over another, just like sliding glass doors. This can allow for 

great airflow and relatively good sealing. 

Sliders are often used for basement egress windows but may lack the sophisticated look for areas 

where curb appeal is a bigger concern. 

Other than a lock, sliders don’t have mechanical components, which helps with the upkeep and overall 

cost. On average, sliders cost $400 to $1,300 to install—with the top range representing quite large 

sliding windows. 

Pros 

Among the least expensive windows to install 

Good options for egress windows 

Easy to operate and durable 

Cons 

May stick over time 

Cleaning the outside is challenging 

Center frame obstructs views 

 



 

Awning Windows 

These windows get their name from the awning-like protection they provide when open. This makes 

them good options if you like to keep your windows open during rainfall. With hinges at the top, 

awning windows are paired above, below or to the side of a picture window. 

Unlike casement windows, which open along a vertical plane, awning windows open from the top of 

the frame. The crank mechanism is easy to operate and creates a tight seal when not in use. When 

open, they allow for decent airflow. 

The downside of this is awning windows protrude outward and may obstruct walkways. If used on a 

second floor or higher up on the wall, this issue can be avoided. Average costs to install awning 

windows are $350 to $900 per window. 

Pros 

Can remain open during rainfall 

Quite airtight and secure 

Easy to open and close 

Cons 

Mechanical parts may wear or break 

Prone to damage if left open in elements 

May obstruct exterior spaces 

Decorative Glass Windows 



Available in a variety of styles from stained glass to glass blocks, decorative glass windows are 

generally stationary. The purpose of these windows can be two-fold: They deliver a nice design point 

and can provide some privacy. For that reason, they are often found near front doors or in bathrooms. 

Although they offer natural light to the interior, decorative glass windows are not the way to go if you 

want an exterior view. The installation cost for glass blocks ranges from $375 to $800. 

Pros 

Offer light and privacy 

Can complement historical homes 

Weathertight 

Cons 

No view of the outside 

May seem dated 

Thinner panes are not energy efficient 

Skylights 

A great solution for providing natural light to interior rooms, skylights are built into the roof. Skylights 

can be either fixed or vented. Types that open are similar to a casement or awning window in that 

they open with a hinge. 

Although you shouldn’t expect a skylight to open completely, even a bit of venting can provide 

welcome airflow to a space. 

The greatest benefit to skylights is the natural light. For new installations, this comes at a price. 

Average skylight installation costs run from $900 to $2,150 per window. 

Pros 

Provide natural light to dark or interior spaces 

Can help with interior solar heating 

Aesthetically appealing 

Cons 

Susceptible to damage from hail, other elements 

Improper sealing can result in leaks 

Challenging to clean 

Can be challenging to open 

 

 

 



4. How to Install a Window Yourself 

 
Windows open interior rooms to the outside and bathe your home in natural light. Yet for all of their 

many benefits, windows come with a fair number of issues when no longer performing at top 

condition.  

When window repairs and fixes are no longer helping in Canberra —or when you simply want a style 

change—it’s time to replace your windows. And when you decide to replace the windows yourself, 

you’ll get the added benefit of cost savings. 

Basics of Windows 

Before beginning the project, you should order either new-construction windows with detachable 

nailing flanges or replacement windows. 

New-Construction Windows 

New-construction windows are installed when a house in Canberra is under initial construction or 

when the house is undergoing a major renovation that involves opening up and rebuilding exterior 

walls. 

New-construction windows have a nailing flange (also called nailing fins) on the outside of the window. 

This flange runs at a 90-degree angle to the window, allowing the window to be nailed against the 

exterior wall sheathing. 

Some new-construction windows have detachable nailing flanges, effectively transforming them into 

replacement windows. The junction between the flange and the window can be scored with a utility 

knife, then bent back and forth until it snaps off. 



Replacement Windows 

Replacement windows—sometimes called pocket windows or insert windows—are designed to 

replace new-construction windows. Replacement windows have no nailing flange. This allows the 

windows to be inserted into a finished (not rough) window opening. 

Unlike new-construction windows, which can be found on the shelves of home improvement centers, 

replacement windows are always a special order product. You may be able to order replacement 

windows at your local home center. A few online retailers, too, supply replacement windows to 

homeowners. 

Before Getting Started 

To order the windows, use the measuring tape to measure the height and width of the inner opening 

of the window frame. For each direction, you’ll need to make measurements in at least three places, 

choosing the shortest of these measurements to write down. 

Height: When measuring the height, open the window sash slightly, then measure from the spot 

where the sash touches the sill to the top of the window frame.  

Width: When measuring width, measure from side to side of the inner window frame. Do not include 

the stop moulding (the vertical trim that holds the window securely in the frame). 

Safety Considerations 

Always wear eye protection and gloves when installing replacement windows. Be careful when 

handling windows while standing on a ladder. Never stand above the rung indicated as the highest 

rung for standing. Have an assistant help you out, especially when working on a ladder.  

If you need to remove the old window weights, be careful when handling them since some older 

balance weights were cast from lead. So, handle the lead weights only with gloves. Do not cut or 

abrade the lead weights. Be sure to dispose of them properly. 

What You'll Need 

Equipment / Tools 

Hammer 

Cordless drill 

Manual screwdriver 

Bubble level 

Utility knife 

Measuring tape 

Paint scraper 

Pry bar 

Hand saw and miter box 

Finishing nailer 

Safety glasses 



Gloves 

Painter's tape 

Materials 

Replacement window 

Stop moulding 

Fiberglass insulation 

Shims 

Wood putty 

Instructions 

Remove the Stop Moulding 

On the inside of the house in Canberra, lay the drop cloth in front of the window. Use the utility knife 

to slice any caulk or paint connecting the stop moulding to the window frame. Gently pry the stop 

moulding away from the window frame. There is no need to remove the window trim. 

Remove the Existing Window 

The lower part of the existing window—the sash—may fall forward, so be ready to hold it in place. 

With the cordless drill or manual screwdriver, remove any screws securing the rest of the window to 

the window frame. 

Remove or Disconnect Window Weights or Balances 

Internal weights connected to ropes and pulley can be disabled by cutting the ropes and letting the 

weight fall into the inner side pocket of the window frame. 

Clean and Repair the Window Opening 

The inner face of the window frame must be smooth to allow insertion of the replacement window. 

Pull out nails with the claw end of the hammer. Use the paint scraper to scrape away caulk or paint. 

With holes, tear off fiberglass insulation and insert it into the hole as far as it will go. Fill dips, dents, 

and small holes with wood putty. 

Dry Fit the Replacement Window 

Fit the replacement window in the window opening. Insert the shims below and to the sides of the 

window to level, plumb, and center the window in the window frame. Note the location of the shims, 

then remove them and the window. 

Install the Replacement Window 

If the dry-fit is satisfactory, permanently attach the replacement window. If you removed the blind 

moulding, install that piece now. Run a bead of caulk on the interior-facing side of this moulding. Press 

the window into the window opening and press it into the caulk. Replace the shims. With the cordless 

drill, run screws through the shims and into the window opening. 



 

Trim Off the Shims 

Snap off the shims at the score point closest to the wall. If the shims do not snap easily, cut them flush 

to the wall with the hand saw. 

Add Insulation 

Stuff fiberglass insulation in large gaps between the window frame and the window opening. 

Install the Stop Moulding 

Nail the interior stop moulding into place with the cordless nailer or with a hammer and finishing nails. 

Install New Window Trim (Optional) 

If the window trim was damaged when you removed the window, add new window trim to the front 

of the window, so that the trim covers the gaps between the window and the window opening. 

If there is trim on the outside around the window perimeter, it may work better to remove the trim 

and window from the outside. Order a new construction window to fit the opening and mount it using 

the fins. Apply window flashing tape and replace exterior trim pieces. 

5. How to Frame a Window Opening 
Need to install a new window in Canberra? We'll show you how to build a temporary support for the 

ceiling. 

When framing for a window in a new location, it is usually easiest to cut an opening in the interior 

drywall that is quite a bit larger than the window opening. This will require you to patch the walls 

afterward, but installing framing—especially the header—inside a wall is difficult 



It is also usually easiest to leave the exterior sheathing and siding in place while you cut the studs and 

build the framing. This prevents having to replace siding. However, if you will be replacing the siding 

anyway, you can cut a large opening in the exterior at the same time you cut the interior opening. If 

the window has brick molding or a flange, you will need to cut back the siding to accommodate it. 

If you have a brick wall, hire a professional mason to cut an opening. When framing always work 

carefully to produce a structure that presents a smooth face for the drywall. Install adjoining pieces 

perfectly flush with each other. 

Expect to spend a full day on this project—you'll need to remove interior drywall and create the frame. 

Though it looks daunting, this project is fairly simple. We recommend DIYers have experience 

measuring, marking, and cutting before attempting to frame. 

What You'll Need 

Equipment / Tools 

1 Measuring tape 

1 Stud finder 

1 Hammer 

1 Nail set 

1 Flat pry bar 

1 Drill with screwdriver bit 

1 Level 

1 Combination square 

1 Framing square 

1 Reciprocating saw 

1 Handsaw 

1 Stapler 

Materials 

1 2x4s or 2x6s for framing 

1 Shims 

1 16d and 10d nails or 2- and 3-inch deck or wood screws 

1 Plywood 

1 Staple 

Instructions 

Prep Space and Examine Studs 

Before you begin, place drop cloths on the floor and seal the doorways to prevent dust infiltration. 

Place a fan in a nearby window and point it outward. 



 

Then, examine your studs. In this arrangement an existing wall stud is used as a king stud on one side, 

and a 2x2 or 2x4 cleat is attached to the stud on the other side to provide a nailing surface for patching 

the drywall after the window is installed. (This is easier and stronger than trying to cut the drywall 

down the middle of a stud and then using half a stud's thickness for the nailing surface.) 

Place Studs 

You will need at least one new king stud, which is the same length as the other existing studs. Cut two 

cripple studs; the sill will rest on their tops. (A jack stud will be fastened above so it and the cripple 

stud sandwich the sill.) Drive a fastener every 12 inches or so, in an alternating pattern 

Install Studs 

Install a king-and-cripple stud combo by wedging the king stud between the top and bottom plates. If 

framing a cavity push the king-and-cripple stud halfway behind the drywall and drive angled 10d nails 

or 2-inch screws. (Fastening will probably move the studs over slightly, so start with the studs offset 

by ¼ inch or so.) 

Mark Stud Placement 

Mark the bottom (sole) plate to indicate where the king studs and jack studs will go. The distance 

between the jack studs is the width of the rough opening 

Mark for the Header 

Hold a level atop the jack stud and mark across the studs to indicate the bottom of the header. 

Measure upward to mark where the top of the header will be. Make cutlines about ⅛ inch higher than 

the measurement. If there is a gap, fill it with shims. Make the bottom cuts (step 7) about ⅛ inch lower 

than the measurement. 

 

 



Mark Middle Studs 

Also mark the middle studs for cutting at the bottom. They should be marked for the needed rough 

opening dimension plus 1½ inches (for a single bottom plate) or 3 inches (for a double bottom plate) 

Complete Marking 

Complete your marking by using a square to mark across each of the studs to ensure a square cut. If 

you have not already done so, install a temporary support for the wall before you start cutting. 

Cut Lines 

Set the blade of a circular saw to full depth, and check to make sure it is square to the saw's baseplate. 

Cut a scrap piece to confirm that the blade is cutting square. Wearing ear and eye protection, cut the 

lines with the circular saw 

Finish Cuts 

Finish the cuts using a handsaw or a reciprocating saw. 

Build the Header 

To build the header, cut two pieces of 2x6 or 2x8 to the width of the opening plus 3 inches. Cut strips 

of ½-inch plywood as spacers. Lay the 2xs on top of each other to determine which direction (if any) 

they "crown," bend upward in the middle. See that their crowns face the same way. Position a spacer 

every 8 or 10 inches, lay the second 2x on top, and drive two or three 3-inch screws. 

Attach the Header 

Set the header on the jack studs with the crown facing up. You may have to hammer it into position. 

Attach the header with 16d nails or 3-inch screws. 

Create the Sill 

Cut one or two pieces to length for the sill. Nail or screw the sill in place. If using two pieces fasten one 

piece to the top of the cripple studs, then add the second piece. 

Check for Square 

Check the opening for square. As long as the opening is ½ inch wider and taller than the window, it is 

OK if the opening is ¼ inch or so out of square. As a final check, set the window in the opening and 

check it for square 

Bore Locator Holes 

Once you are certain the opening is correct, use a drill equipped with a long ½-inch spade bit to bore 

locator holes to the outside at each corner 

Cut Wall 

If patching walls will be difficult (as when you have plaster walls), you may choose to slip the new 

framing in. Cut a section of the finished wall that is the correct size of the opening. Use a reciprocating 

saw to slice through the studs above and below, taking into account the widths of the header and sill. 



 

Cut Studs 

Cut through the studs midway and pull them out. Carefully clean out the openings to allow room for 

the header and the sill. 

Slip in Header and Sill 

Slip the new header into the opening and slide in a jack stud at either end to hold the header up. Slip 

in the sill as well. Angle-drive screws to hold the framing pieces together. 

6. How To Clean Lime From Windows And 

Other Surfaces 
Limescale can appear on any surface that comes in contact with hard water. It is a build-up of calcium 

carbonate left on the surfaces when the water evaporates. It is often visible on windows glass, shower 

glass, porcelain, enamel, tiles, and appliances. 

Removing the lime from such surfaces is often considered a challenging task, but you can make it 

easier. By knowing about the correct technique and products, you can improve the appearance and 

hygiene of your bathroom. 

Many people contact the professionals who offer the best end of lease cleaning Canberra. Hiring the 

experts is highly recommended if you want to remove the lime spots during the end of the lease 

period. They use modern tools and techniques to get the job done flawlessly. However, if you want to 

perform the task on your own, then you need some guidance. 

Read on to know more about how to clean lime from windows and other surfaces. 



How To Clean Lime From Windows Using Homemade Solutions 

As hard water mineral deposits are alkaline, acid-based detergents are the most effective option to 

remove limescale. Therefore, lemon juice and vinegar are often included in limescale removers and 

DIY window cleaners. The proportions of acid and other chemicals in the mixture are determined by 

the amount of residue on the glass panes. 

Step-by-step Guide 

 Remove the dust and cobwebs should be removed. 

 Clean the dirty windows without using detergents. 

 Prepare a solution by mixing 1 cup of white distilled vinegar and 3 cups of water. If the lime 

deposit is on the surface for a long period, then make it a little stronger by mixing 2 cups of 

vinegar and 2 cups of water. Using natural ingredients like vinegar is one of the best and 

fastest ways to clean a bathroom. 

 If you think you need a stronger cleaning solution, you can directly add vinegar to the surface 

and wait for 5 minutes. However, do not let the vinegar dry on the glass panes. Otherwise, 

the vinegar will contribute to the white residue on the windows. 

 Scrub in all directions with a soft sponge. Baking soda can also be used as a somewhat abrasive 

substance. However, wait a few minutes before adding the baking soda. Otherwise, the two 

components will react quickly and lose their cleaning characteristics. 

 Use a squeegee to remove the collected dirt and wash the window once more with the 

prepared solution. 

 Wipe the surface using a lint-free cloth. 

How To Clean Lime From Other Surfaces 

Apart from the windows, the lime spots also deposit on various other surfaces. You can clean the 

surfaces by using natural ingredients and following some simple DIY ways. If you want to save your 

time and efforts, hire cleaners who offer quality end of lease cleaning Canberra. They have expertise 

in removing limescale from numerous surfaces, including the following ones. 

Porcelain 

Lime stains are simple to remove from surfaces that require mild cleaning, such as porcelain. Prepare 

a solution using a few tablespoons of dish soap and some warm water. Make some suds and gently 

sponge it down. When washing porcelain, wipe the soap mixture away with more water. 

Tiles 

Make a paste of liquid dish soap and baking soda for surfaces that require a deeper clean, such as tiles. 

Apply a rag or paper towel to the stain and let it settle for a couple of minutes. Wipe the paste away 

with a moist towel, making sure to get all of it. If the lime deposit is still visible, reapply the paste and 

leave for a few more minutes. Wipe it down once more. 

Taps 

Soak an absorbent rag or towel in white vinegar for a few minutes. Make sure the vinegar has been 

absorbed by the entire towel, not just a part of it. If it’s pouring too much, wring it out, but keep it as 

wet as possible. 



 

Wrap the rag around the tap and secure it. To keep the rag in place, use rubber bands. Make sure the 

entire surface of the metal is in contact with the rag. Wrap the towel around the faucet for an hour. 

Remove the rag, give it a good scrub and wash thoroughly. 

Toilet 

To clean the toilet, first, make sure that the toilet bowl is empty or nearly empty. Then combine around 

three cups of white vinegar with equal parts borax in a mixing bowl. Borax is one of the best natural 

cleaners for the whole house and can be very effective in removing lime from the toilet surface. 

Pour the mixture immediately into your toilet bowl, ensuring that the limescale-affected regions are 

submerged. Wait for around two hours, and then scrub the bowl with a toilet brush while the vinegar 

and borax combination is still inside the bowl. 

How Prevent The Build-Up Of Limescale In Future 

There are a few things you may do to avoid a lime deposit. The following are the three most prevalent 

and cost-effective methods: 

 Cleaning your windows and other surfaces regularly 

 Connecting a filter or water softener to your faucet 

 Twice a year, apply a specific wax to the shower glass and window panes 

Removing lime from the window and other surfaces don’t have to be challenging if you know the 

correct technique. So, whenever you decide to remove the lime spots from the household surfaces, 

follow the methods and products mentioned above. 

To carry out the task at the end of the lease period, hire experts who offer reliable end of lease 

cleaning in Canberra. They can help you to get back the bond money without any conflicts. 



7. Conclusion 
Window installation is one of the most challenging and risky tasks for the majority of people in 

Canberra. You can also hire professionals to save your time, effort and money. If you want to do it by 

yourself, you must follow this guide. 
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